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TO THE READER, 


CHRISTIAN READER, 


IT is well for us that our ſovereign Father has 
founded Zion, and laid an elect, tried, precious, 
ſure, and everlaſting, foundation there; and has 
brought, and daily brings, the poor (the ſpiritually 
poor) of his people, with reſignation and ſubmiſſion 
to his ſovereign will, to truſt in it: while thoſe who 


wage impious war with God's diſcriminating grace, 
and rebel and kick at the immoveable foundation 


that he has laid, are led by fatan into an empty 
profeſſion, in order to ſpy out our liberty, and bring 
us, if poſſible, into bondage. Theſe compaſs Zion's 


walls, count her towers, obſerve her palaces, and 


mark her bulwarks, only in order to attack her in- 
vincible fortreſſes with the feeble force of carnal 
logic: and, after all the aſſaults that have been 
made, not one ſtrong hold is brought to ruin, nor 


ever will be; for God is in the midſt of her, ſhe ſhall. 


not be moved. Pſ. xlvi. 5. The Higbeſt himſelf ſhall 


eftabliſh her. Pſ. Ixxxvii. 5. Hence it is that not 
one of her cords have ever been looſed yet, nor ſhall: 


one ſtake ever be moved. To the ſovereignty of 
chis glorious founder, and this elect foundation, the 
A 1 
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legal workmonger, the wiſe above what is written, 
the lofty with his terrible looks, the conſequential 
child of the fleſh, the ſelf-dependant and feli-ſuffi- 


_ cient Antbinian, cannot ſubmit, and Retbfore are 


driven to the utmoſt extremity. They have hung 
on the conditional promiſes of the old covenant, 


and on their own perverſions of the holy fcriptures, 


till they have been beaten out of all theſe refuges 
by the force of ſound argument; and ſome of them 
have been driven out of the curious web of feſßly 
perfeBlion, and obliged to eſcape, both wounded and 
aked, by the devil himſelf, who has led them by 


| fin into public contempt and feandal. They are 


eriven out of ſelf- righteouſneſs alſo: by the curſe of 
the law and the flaſhes of revealed wrath; and they 
Begin now to be driven out of all confidence in the 
gelh by the menaces,. rebukes, ſolemn appeals, and 
ſathes, of honeſt conſcience; ſo that they are driven | 
their wit's end, and begin to relinquiſh} all preten- 
fions to any union with the aſſemblies of mount 
Zion. The gale of theſe hypocrites is more def- ; 


perate than that of the phatiſee, who reſts ſecure 
in the law; more Perilous than that of the fool, 


who truſts in his own heart; worſe than the palace 
of the ſtrong man armed, which is kept in peace; 


more terrible than that of the dog, for whom there 


is hope while joined to all the living ; more danger- 


ous than that of Joab at the horns & the altar; and 


more deplorable than that of thoſe who pray to the 
vocks and mountains; rags Oe tacitly N even i in 


1 
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** print, that they have no hope but in the con- 
gregation of the dead, nor r any gueſts buy in the 72 
of bell. | | 
W 7 ſay they racitly acknowledge this, for it is out | 
| a the abundance of the heart (Chriſt tells us) that 
the mouth Jpeaketh.. - Now, if Mr. WIxcRHESTER “S 
faith and hope do not center in this reſtoration 
from hell, he -preaches what he does not believe; / 
which is acting the part of the worlt of hypocrites; | 
and, if he does believe and expect to be damn- 
ed himſelf as well as his confederates, he then ful- | 
fils the ſcripture, by believing that himſelf. and his 
foll owers ſhall both fall into the ditch; and this eſta, 
bliſhes his repu tation as 4 blind guide. And certain 
it is that they muſt be much in the dark, and far 
enough from perfect day, or they would never grope 
for an anchorage in a bottomleſs pit, or for hope of 
light in utter darkneſs. But ſo it is; they are comg 
at laſt to the land of forgetfulne/s, and to the generatias 
that ſpall never ſee light ; they are come to the Gog 
and. Magog army, to death the king of terrors, to an 
innumerable company of devils, to Lucifer ſou of the 
morning, and to /atan the king of all theſe. This is 
dealing with familiar ſpirits indeed ; this is peeping 
and muttering with a witneſs. But Jhould not & peo- 
ple ſeck unto their. Ged: Should they ſeek (inftead 
of the living) unto the dead ? Iſa. vill, 19 . 
community : without God, without Chriſt, and with- 
out one friend in heaven: and theſe are to : bribe 


ul by e in hell f fre! But be ae be. 
lion 
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Betalen of hypocrites ſhall be defolate, and fre 
ſhall conſume the tabernacles of bribery. Job xv. 34. 
And deſolate they muſt be, or they never would 
ſcrape acquaintance, claim kindred, or cultivate 
friendſhip and fellowſhip, with ſuch a company as this. 
O, my ſoul, come not thou into their ſecret ! unto their 
aſembly, mine honour, be not thou united! Gen. xlix. 6. 
1 would not that ye ſhould have fellowſhip with devils ; 
Je cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of de- 
Vils; ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table and the 
fable of devils. 1 Cor. x. 26, 21. We may now 
ſound the trumpet, and cry, To your tents, O Hfrael! 
for the fword of the Lord and of Gideon, truth and 
conſcience, have driven theſe Hebrews into their 
holes. 
When Mr. Wincheſter writes eber FOR 
he ſhall not need to dreſs up an automaton figure to 
cuff about in his book, for he ſhall not want an 


antagoniſt as long as God ſpares my life and the uſe 


of my limbs; for I know that there is not one text 


in the Bible that holds forth, 'or promiſes, directly — 


or indirectly, ſalvation from hell torments, either 
for men or devils ; if there be, let him produce it. 
He has not produced one yet. But he calls for 
0 the ſpirit of Moſes and of Chriſt, of meekneſs 
and of love, to canvas the ſubject. The meekneſs 


= and love of Moſes were of God; they were graces 


: From him, which Mr. Winchefter never had, nor | 
can he deſcribe either. The meekneſs of Moſes 


"7 Was & exerciſed | in the cauſe of truth, not falſchood; 
and 


( wi ) 
and 3 the children of Iſrael, not towards the 
Amalekites, nor devils. Moſes is a ſworn enemy 
to ſatan and all his friends. And they ſhall no more 
offer their ſacrifices unto devils, after whom they have 
gone a whoring : this ſhall be a ſtatute for ever to them 
' throughout their generations. Levit. xvii. 7. If the going 
out of the affections after ſatan in idols be termed 
vhoring, and is forbidden by an eternal ſtatute, what 
ſhall we ſay of Mr. Wincheſter, who has entered 
into a ſolemn league and covenant with them, and 
has bound himſelf up in the gall of bitterneſs and 
bond of iniquity with devils? Nor does the love 
of God, as deſcribed by Moſes, extend itſelf to all 
intelligences, like that of Mr. Wincheſter; not to 
devils, nor yet to the wicked who are dead, nor to 
all mankind living. Yea, he loved the people; all bis 
ſaints are in thy hand, and they ſat down at thy feet; 
every one ſhall receive of thy words. Deut. xxxiii. 3. 
This is God's eternal love of choice, of approba- 
tion, and delight. This is entailed on his faints, 
ſanctified and ſet apart in his eternal purpoſe. Theſe 
are in his hand, preſerved in Chriſt and called, and 
out of whoſe hands none can pluck them. - Theſe 
are not wiſe above what is written, nor proud, doat- 
ing about queſtions when they know nothing; but 
are humbled to ſubmit to divine revelation, and to 
fit at the Lord's feet to learn.—They do not fly to 
Plato, Pythagoras, Socrates, Virgil, and the ſon'of 
perdition, to know the things of eternity. Every 


one of theſe: fit at the Saviour's feet, and receive his 
N won. 


- OW 3 
words. This is the. everlaſting 1 


Hants, as. deſcribed by Moſes ; this is all free, and 
of grace. But the love of God to his other crea- 
tuxes is only ſeen in providence. God lovethb the 
ranger in giving him food and raiment, Deut. *. 18) 
and no further. What right has Mr. Wincheſter 
t. call for: the meekneſs and love of Moſes, who is 
a ſtranger to the love of grace, is in the bed of loves 
With devils, and who ſtretches the love of God to 
reſtoration. of all fallen intelligences, when God 
elf has reyealed or extended it no further to 
firangers than giving them food and raiment ? And 
Mhat right has he to expect or call for the love and 
meekneſs of Ohriſt? Did Chriſt i in his. day exer: 
cue meekneſs to ſuch enemies to him as Mr. Win- 
cChoſter? Did he doat or fawn over the blind guides, | 
the. painted, ſepulchres, the graves, that appeared 
not, and the ſcullions who made clean the outſide, of 
the cup. and Naser Did he call 12570 philanchro- 


| of +l of . ren and Fee 
Did he not call hem wolves, devourers of widows' 
Houſes, thieves, and robbers; children of hell, vi- 
Pers, ſerpents, adulterers;, 290 palm both them and 
them the greater ee 2 And 505 he ſhew, a; or 
8 | exerciſe, or entail, any love. upon theſe? Did he 
not tell them that he came into the world for 
judgment to them, that they that ſaw might be 
made blind? And be Will COP 2 for rene, to 
ie | chem 


ca” 
chem the Tecond time, When he-wilt-vequite fog 
that generation all _ e . n n 
5 blood of Abel. 1 
Reader, I have not in this wenke: gone i Bio 
what he has written upon this ſubject, in canvaffing 
and ſiſting his perverſions and damnable ſophiſtry. 


This find is already done by a Mr. Masow, whoſe | 


book, I believe, is juſt out. It is eaſy for a man 
to fit down and quote from ſcripture” a" thouſa 
texts, and ſay all theſe favour a notion; ut it is 
another thing to bring one plain text, which, in its 
literal, grammatical, and received ſenſe, proves it. 
Mr. Wincheſter has adopted the former method, in 
order to deter men from anſwering him. For t6 re- 
inſtate ſuch a multitude of texts in their on proper 
light, and to refute all his carnal arguments drawn 
from them, would fill a quarto volume, to anſwer a 
twopenny ſquib. Mr. Wincheſter was aware of 
this; and he may thank ſatan for his counſel, What 
he has aimed to prove is, the univerſal reftoration of 


devils, and all ſinners, from hell 10 heaven; and my 


aim is, 70 prove him à liar, and his ſpeech nothing 


_ worth. Job xxiv. 25. And upon ſcripture ground 


I am willing to meet him ; and, by the help of God, 


to diſpute the point as long as he pleaſes ;' for 


God does not allow him one text in the Bible to 


ſupport his doctrine. He may chooſe which text 5 


he pleaſes ; I have no doubt but the Lord will ena- 


ble me, or ſome other of his ſervants, to recover 


Om text that has fallen among theſe thieves. 


Reader, 
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1 
Reader, beware, leſt, being led away by the er- 
ror of the wicked, you fall from your own ſtedfaſt- 


| nefs. This awful doctrine is calculated to bolſter 


up the awakened ſinner, to embolden the hypo- 
crite, and to encourage the preſumptuous, by 
promiſing life and glory to thoſe who work all un- 
cleanneſs with greedineſs. The Lord deliver us 
from this, and every other, path of the deſtroyer, 
for the fake of his dear Son. Amen and amen. 


W. HUNTINGTON, S. s. 
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Advocates for Devils refuted, &c, | 


THEY THAT GO DOWN INTO THE PIT CANNOT 
HOPE FOR THY TRUTH, , xxxviii. 18. 


IN 3 theſe =O I ſhall ; invert a: order of 
my text, by placing Hope and Truth before the Pit ; 
and give you my thoughts under five general heads 
and ſhall 5 | 
_ Furſt, Deſcribe a good Hope. 
Secondly, Treat of Truth hoped for. 
Thirdly, What we are to underſtand by the Pit. 
Fourthly, T hey that go down into it are en 


Truth. 


And, laſtly, Such cannot hope for the. 146 

Firſt, Treat of a good Hope. The word Hope i is 
in common uſe among moſt 'men, and is often uſed. 
in connexion with ſalvation: © As I hope to be 
_ faved” is a common expreſſion, and is often uſed to 
confirm a word, or clear a perſon ſuſpected of falſe- 
hood; and generally uſed by thoſe who are ignorant 
of ſalvation, and deſtitute of all hope in it. There 
is a * ſo called, adi is from ſelf, not Now God; 
: B 2 as 
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1 
as that of a phariſee, which ſprings from a falſe ſuß- 
poſition of his being more holy than other men; 
which hope is encouraged by an obſervation of the 
conduct of the moſt openly profane, and comparing 
himſelf with them, and looking at his own duties, 


jt ye the falſe mirror of the other's exceſs of 5 : 


; but then this hope anchors in ſelf, not within 
ad ma; it is founded on legal duties or dead works, 


not on Chriſt's merit; it centers in a killing com- 


mandment, not in allife - giving promiſe; it rifes from 
| deception in the heart, not from a work of grace; 
it is the hope of the ſelf-righteous, not of the juſti- 

fed ſoul; it is the hope of the hypocrite, not of the 
taint, and therefore it muſt periſh with the finner. 
The hope of . men * A the Meer, 
Lope. bal periſh. ; 
The Holy Ghoſt, who beſt knows the ſtate of all 
mankind, has declared that men in a ſtate of nature 
are without God, and having mo hope in the world. 
And every ſinner who i is taught of Ged will ſet to 


"pa his ſeal that this is true; for, when the killing com- | 
muuandment enters and awakens the ſinner's benumbed 


conſcience, when revealed wrath and accumulated 5 
guilt meet together in the finner's ſoul, his falſe hope 
is like 4 ſpider*s web; it is no anchor of the ſoul; 
it 15 neither ſure nor ſtedfaſt; it gives way as ſoon as 
the ſtorm begins, and down the ſinner goes into the 


bhuorrible pit and into the miry clay, into all real and 
imaginary torment; and down he would go into de- 


ü * deſpair, nn and perdition too, 
unleſs 


- Cahn 

unleſs upheld by almighty power: for the entrance 
of revealed wrath makes terrible work with a falſe 
hope. All reſting in legal performances, all falſe 
props, and expectations of heaven on the footing of 
human merit, founded on ſelf-confidence; die, and 
| ſhall never live again. And ſuch is the end of the 
7 wicked in death. Bui the eyes of the wicked ſhall 


* fail, and they ſball not gſcape; and their bope mo ve 


as the giving up of the ghoſt. Job ii. 2080... 

A ſinner in this ſtate finds himſeli Vie Fe” 
and without help; and it is not in his power either to 
hope in, or expect any thing from, God, without di- 
vine aſſiſtance. Hope is one of the ſpiritual. bleſſings 
given us in Chriſt Jeſus; it is a free grace gift, and 
comes to us by the Spirit of promiſe, and is wrought 
in us. It is a rich grant of a gracious God, which 

leads the foul to Chrift Jeſus, from whoſe ſulneſs it 
comes, and in whom, as in its proper object, it cen- 
ters. It is an anchor within the vail; and, as it is A * 
free grace gift, and has an Almighty Saviour for its 
object, it is called, in oppoſition to all falſe hopes, 
and to all hopes founded in ſelf and ſelf-righteoulneſs, 
4 good hope through grace. 2 Theſ. ii. 16. 

Sinners, who are convinced of their ſins by the 
Spirit, know, by experience, that a hope in God is 
not the produce of nature; Nor can the awakened 
ſinner either obtain it by his own power, or even 
exerciſe the leaſt hope in God until the Spirit enables 
him, It is not with him, whether he will hope and 
truſt in the Lord, but the great queſtion is, whether 
| B 2 5 he 


1 5 
he may. He can ſee no foundation to hope on till 
God diſcovers it, nor any object to hope in till ma- 
nifeſted to him; nor feel the leaſt hope or expecta- 
tion in himſelf, nor ever would, unleſs produced in 
him by a divine agent. This he is ſenſible of, for 
the burden of ſin and ſenſe of wrath ſink him; and 
he would debaſe himſelf to a level with the brute 
creation, and ſit in ſackcloth and aſhes, could he 
obtain but che leaſt degree of hope in a dear Re- 
deemer. He fitteth alone and keepeth filence, becauſe © 
be hath borne it upon him. He putteth bis mouth " 
the _ if * be W 1 ner ar, il. _ 
5 9 
Hupe is not nd about things in us, but 
about things Before us; not about things Preſent, but 
'things Future ; not about what we have, but what we 
vant. For, if I am in full poſſeſſion of a thing, there 
is no room for hope or expectation about it; for 
how can 1 hope for what J have got? or expect what 
is already my own? The ſelf-loſt and ſelf-deſpairing 
ſinner, that is favoured with the leaſt degree of hope, 
hopes for the manifeſtation of Chriſt to his ſoul ; but, 


BT 3 when Chriſt i is revealed to him, then he is. the hope 


of glory in him. The guilty ſinner hopes for pardon, 
or the knowledge of ſalvation by the forgiveneſs of 


fins, through Chriſt; and, if God gives him an ex- 


peectation of it, he ſhall ſurely have it, even though he 


ſees 1t not accompliſhed. For ve are ſaved by hope; 
' but hope that is ſeen is not hope; for what a man ſeeth, 


- why doth be yet hape for ? But, if we hope for that 
3 „ | ESR We 
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toe ſee not, then do we with patience wait fi it, Rom. 
vill. 24, 25. . | 

Hope is a grace beſtowed upon a helpleſs, Gar. | 
deſpairing, miſerable ſinner ; and performs wonders. 
in deſperate caſes. On which account it is called a 
helmet, which is an iron cap to ſcreen the head in the 
day of battle; and an anchor, which is the mariner's 
chief dependence in a ſtorm, and when in want of 
ſea room. Hope, therefore, is employed about 
things hard and difficult, and yet poſſible. For in- 
ſtance, God ſorely threatened the children of Iſrael, 
who had married heathen wives. The children of 
God had married the daughters of Satan. Judadb 
hath dealt treacherouſly, and an abomination is com- 
mitted in - Iſrael, and in Jeruſalem; for Judah hath 
profaned the holineſs of the Lord, which he ought 
to love, and hath married the daughter of a ſtrange 
God. The Lord will cut off the man that doeth 
this, the maſter and tbe ſcholar, out of the taberna- 
cles of Jacob. Mal. ii. 11, 12. The hope of a 
ſinner, involved in this profanity, and againſt whom 
the word ef God is ſo explicit and pointed, muſt = 
have hard and difficult work; and yet, even in this 
deſperate caſe, through Jeſus Chriſt and his great 
atonement, ſalvation is poſſible, or elſe there could 
be no ground for hope; and there was a poſſible 
ground for hope in this caſe, And Shechaniah 
the fon of Jebiel, f the ſons of Elam, anſwered and 
aid unto Ezra, We have treſpaſſed againſt our God, 


end have taken firange wives of the people A the 
B 3 1 land; 


* 


6 
und; yet now there is Pope in Mael . this 
thing, Ezra x. 2. 

- Hope is an internal hanging of the mind upon a 
diſtant object, attended with expectation of help 
from the object on which the mind hangs. But then 
there muſt be ſome way opened for the troubled 
mind, with her expectations, to enter in at. The 
broken law reveals God in terrible majeſty: dark- 
neſs is his ſecret pavilion, and dreadful wrath is re- 
vealed. The curſe of the law, the ſword of juſtice, 
ate point blank againſt the ſinner; and he ſees it, and 
fcels it: and, as the ſinner knows that he is guilty 
before God, and under the curſe, law and conſcience 
both condemn him, and he cannot plead innocent, 
Sins bar him from God; and terrible majeſty for- 
bids his approach, keeps him at a diſtance, yea, 
makes the ſoul fly from before him : but he knows 
not whither to go from his Spirit, nor where to fly 
from his terrible preſence. The awakened finner 
ſees no way of acceſs to an angry God in a broken 
law; nor can he hope or expect that God will change 
his mind, repeal his law, or prove falſe to his word, 
in order to gratify him who is an enemy to him. 
There is no acceſs without a mediator, no pardon 
without atonement, no cancelling infinite debts with- 
out a ſurety, no gaol delivery without ſatisfaction, 
nor juſtification without perfect obedience.— And ö 
Jeſus Chriſt is all theſe: but while he is hid there is 
no opening appears, no paſſage through which hope 
and expectation can poſſibly paſs to God; but R 
PE os | nr 
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x9” J 
the valley of Aber he opens a dier of hope. 


ll, 15. 
Chriſt is the only door; and he that rejects him, 
and whoſe hope enters not in by this door; has 
ſomething vile and damnable even in his very hope. 
He hopes that God will not deal with him according 
to his- ſins; nor- according to his abſolute threaten- 


| ings; he hopes that God will change his mind, be 


perjured in his oath, and lie to his word. Which is 
making God juſt ſuch an one as himſelf: but God is 
true, and every man a liar. He is not man that 
he ſhould lie, nor the fon of man that be ſhould re- 
pent. Set aſide the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and there is 
neither refuge nor anchorage for a poor ſinner, We 
have fled for refuge lo lay bold upon the hope ſet before 
us. Heb, vi. 18. | 

Hope can only be exerciſed in this world; for, 
though in general it is of things future, things to 
come, and things in heaven, yet it is only in this 
world that hope is employed about them. There is 
no work for hope in heaven, nor any foundation for 


it in hell. In heaven they ſee, enjoy, and poſſeſs, all 


that they formerly hoped for; and, as they ſee and 
enjoy theſe heavenly glories, there is no room nor 
exerciſe for hope about them; for that which is 
ſeen is not hope. Nor is there any foundation laid 
for hope. i in hell. They that go down into the pit 
cannot hope for thy truth. = 
The word of God confings all hope ann to 
this world, and to men in this preſent ſtate, If a 
- > man 


1 
man dies in his ſins, where Chriſt is he cannot come; 
| r there can be no hope for him. To him 
that 15 joined to all the living. there is hope; but 
there is no hope to them that are in hell, for they 
Balle remain in the n of ihe dead. Prov. xxi, 

16. 

e perilous a man's caſe may be, to our 
| phe, in this life, and however dreadful his 
tate according to our view of things, yet, as God 
only is the ſcarcher of hearts, and whoſe power is 
infinite, to him that is joined to all the living 
there is hope; for a living dog is better than a dead 
lion. Eccleſ. ix. 4. By a living dog is meant a 
dumb dog that cannot bark, or a greedy dog that 
can never have enough, or a divider of the Lord's 
flock; beware of dogs; or an oppoſer of Chriſt; 
give not that which is holy to dogs; or an apoſ- 
tate who returns to his filth, like the dog to his 
vomit; or a damnable heretie ; for without are 
dogs; or a Sodomite; bring not the bire of a * 
bore, nor the price of a dog, into the bouſe of the 

Lord thy God. Yet a living dog is better than a 
dead devil; better than the lion of the bottomleſs 
pit, and better than a damned ſinner: and for this 
reaſon only, becauſe to him that is joined to all the 
living there is hope, but in hell there is none. The 
mariner's anchor is of no uſe in the Bay of Biſcay, 
nor is Mr. WincaesTER's hope of any uſe in the 
bottomleſs pit. They that go a mto the FT cannot 


{ ape and thy many. 


The 
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The firſt thing that the awakened Ger hopes for 
(as before obſerved) is the revelation of Chriſt to 
his ſoul, and pardon and peace through him. The 
deſire of all nations is to him the one thing needful; 
and he knows that, if he gets it not in this world, it 
cannot be gotten in hell, where © hope never comes, 


that comes to all.” Milton. After this he ſeeks with 


his whole heart, and 7his is the earneſt deſire of his 
ſoul L; nor can he ever reſt till he has got it; and 
every let, diſappointment, or hindrance, increaſes 
his miſery, adds to the ſmart of a wounded ſpirit, 


and inflames the plague of his heart, which only 


knows its own bitterneſs. Hope deferred maketh the 
heart fick, but when the defire cometh it is a tree of life. 
Prov. xi. 12. 

But, when Chriſt manifeſts himſelf to ſuch a ſin- 
ner, when he ſhines into his. heart, and preſents him- 
felf to his faith ; when he removes the heavy burden 
of his ſin, and chaſes them from his ſight; when he 
purges his conſcience, binds up the broken heart, 
ſpeaks peace to the ſoul, ſilences all his accuſers, 
caſts out fear and torment, ſoftens his hard ſpirit, 


and conquers his ſtubborn will; enlarges his ſoul 
with love, and reſcues his troubled mind from the 


meditations of terror, and from the gloomy regions 
of the ſhadow of death; comforts him on every ſide, 
and fills him with joy and peace in believing ; then 
the deſire of all nations is come, the deſire is ac- 
compliſhed, and- it is ſweet to the ſoul. This is a 


en and a manifeſtation of Chriſt, which en- 


nobles 


©y 
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nobles the mind, and enriches the ſoul with all true 
riches and ſpiritual treaſure. . To whom Gd would 


make known what is the riches of the glory of this my/- 
* tery among the Gentiles, which is Chriſt in you the 


hope of glory. Col. i. 27. 


No the door of hope is not ls open, buf the 
way of life is caſt up and made plain. The dreadful 


receptacle of the damned is out of ſight and out of 


mind; every gloomy thought has taken its flight, 
and not one chained down either to death or damna- 
tion They are all brought into ſweet captivity to 
the obedience of Chriſt.” A divine ray ſhines on the 
celeſtial track, while hope purſues a riſen Saviour to 


the unclouded regions of eternal day; while faith 


ſtands gazing at the heavenly ſight, lays hold of and 
embraces the refuge, and is no leſs than the confidence 
of things hoped for, and the evidence of things not ſeen; 
while hope goes within the vail, anchors there, and 
hangs faſt, attended with an aſſured and undoubted 


expectation of eternal glory, Bleſſed be the God and 


Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, according to his 


abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively 


hope, by the reſurrettionxef Jeſus Chriſs from the dead. 
1 Pet. i. 3. 
This bleſſed manifeſtation at Jeſus ſo W the 


| ſeene in the poor ſinner's ſoul, that old things paſs 
away, and leave for a while little more than the bare 


remembrance of them; and all things become new. 


Ohl blefſed experience of a divine and unctuous 
F * of heart! Faith nn, Þatience waits, and 


. * 


1 * 


* 
hope ſprings from what faith brings in. Faith 
svorketh patience, patience hag and Is 
hope. Rom. v. 4 
This hope is 5 God, and not of man. It is not 
a fruit of nature, bur of ,grace. All hope in a hu- 
man arm, a good heart, a form of godlineſs, in legal 
obedience, or in the law of commandments, always 
gives way, as ſoon as the law enters and fin revives; 
at which time the poor mariner 1s at his wit's end. 
A violent ſtorm, and the anchor's broke! -Such a 
poor, withered, condemned ſinner, fees no more 
poſſibility of any genuine fruit being brought forth 

in him, to the glory of God, than Abraham could 
of his ſeed being as the ſtars of heaven, or as the ſand 
on the ſea ſhore, when he was an hundred years old 
and Sarah ninety, But where nature fails grace pre- 
vails; where fleſh and blood afford no hope, God 
does; and, when reaſon can diſcover no poſſible 
ground for either hope or expectation, faith leads us 
to One with whom all things are poſſible. ho 
againſt hope believed in hope, that he might become the 
father of many nations ; according to that which Was 
/poken, So ſoall thy feed be, Rom. iv. 18. 
A divine arm is made bare, and an almighty 
power is put forth, in both theſe cafes. Abraham's * 
faith muſt fly from withered nature to divine ability. 
He was perſuaded that what Cod had promiſed he was 
able to perform. And Sarah's faith muſt lead her 
from all poſſibility in nature to the power and faith- 
fulneſs of God; and /h was delivergd of a child when 


„ 
— 


_ of * Zech. ix. 12. 


. 
foe was paſt age, becauſe ſhe judged him faithful whe 


| bad promiſed. This difficult hope of theirs is ſer 


forth as a pattern to us. We are to look to the rock 
whence « we were hewn; and to the hole of the pit whence 


wwe are digged; we mult look to Abraham our father, 
and to Sarah that bare us; that, under the ſame 


almighty agency and operation, our dry, barren, 


_ withered ſouls, both hopeleſs and helpleſs in our- 


ſelves, may abound in hope through the Lars of the 
Holy Ghoſt. Rom. xv. 13. 

The immutable and immoveable foundation of chis 
good hope through grace is the veracity of God in 
the everlaſting goſpel, the abſolute and unconditional 
promiſes of eternal life, and all bleſſedneſs in Chriſt 
Jeſus, in whom all is yea and amen, to the glory of God 
by us; that is, to the glory of God's free grace by the 


| eternal ſalvation of our ſouls, Remember the word 


unto thy ſervant, upen which thou haſt rays me to 


hope. Pſalm cxix. 49. 
The anchorage of this hope i is til the vail, 


It hangs in all the fulneſs of the Godhead, which 


dwells bodily within the vail of Chriſt's fleſh; where 
It reſts ſure and ſtedfaſt; and, while we are in this 


militant ſtate, and impriſoned in theſe clay taberna- 


cles, we muſt, in every ſtorm, in every difficulty, in 


every time of trouble and danger, fly to, and take 
ſmelter in, this ever-bleſſed hiding place; under 
whoſe wings we muſt make our refuge, till every 


calamity be overpalt. Turn 70 the frog 11 Ye 


| Ta Faith 


"> 
: 
: 
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© Faith views divine things as moſt certainly true; 
hope hangs on and expects all that God promiſes, 
and all that faith credits; while charity is enamour- 
ed, falls in love with, and embraces as ſupremely 
good, all that faith diſcovers and credits, and all that 
hope hangs on and expects; and caſts out all fear, 
that ſprings from doubt or diſtruſt about them. 
Thus theſe three ſiſters are all employed; they all 
hang together, and mutually affiſt each other. Faith 
toils for clearer views, and hope for a ſtronger hold, 
while charity labours for more enlargement, more 
heat, and more enjoyment. Faith works in the myſ- - 
teries; hope, to bear with patience the croſſes that 
lie in the way of her expected reward; and love la- 
bours to keep the world out of the heart; and Chriſt 
unmoleſted, unrivalled, and undiſturbed, in full poſ- 
ſemon of it. This is the work of FaiTH, labour of 
' Love, and patience of Hope, in our Lord Jeſus Chrift. 
And now abideth Farrn, Horz, Caarrty, theſe 
three; but "ee en of __ 15 e I 2 | 
. wu 
Although hope, at its firſt riſe in an e - 
| ſinner, has to do with things hard and difficult; yet 
nothing is more certain than thoſe things that a 
good hope through grace is exerciſed upon. And 
there is a degree of aſſurance always attends a good 
hope; which hope, and the aſſurance of it, are in 
general communicated to the ſinner by the miniſtry 


of the word; and are nouriſhed, encouraged, and 
* made 
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| made to abound, N a conſtant attendance on the 
fame. The ſoul that is bleſſed with faith, hope; 


and charity, ſhould carry them about to all the 


feaſts, banquets; and ſabbaths, that are appointed by 
the Lord, and enjoined to the houſehold of faith. 


Theſe graces ſhould be taken amongſt the faithful 
friends of the Lord, and thoſe that love him in ſin- 
cerity and truth. And, by the word explained, and 
by accounts of the experience of others, theſe graces 


appear to be genuine, and of the right kind; and are 


eſteemed as ſuch; and God the author and giver of 
them is glorified for them. By theſe means we of- 
ten ſee the difference between the faith of God's : 
elect, and the confidence of fools; between a good 
hope through grace, and that of the hypocrite ; and 
between the love and joy that ſpring. from the ſtir- 


rings of natural affections in a way- ſide hearer, and 


that divine and undiſſembled love of God which is 
ſhed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghoſt. By the 
uſe of theſe appointed means infidelity gets diſ- 
covered and deteſted ; the old man now and then gets 
ſuch a blow on the head, or a wound in his mem- 
bers, by the maul or the ſharp arrow, that makes 
him ſtagger again; while faith gets brighter views, 


hope a deeper hold, and the bowels of charity are 


ſtirred up, made to move afreſh, and flow out. We 
are all called in one hope of dur calling; and therefore 


muſt cleave together, and aſſiſt and encourage each 


other; and be found in a conſtant uſe of the means. 


E 


gence, to the all Ew of hope to ihe end. Heb, 


vi. bb. 


T he future es jak hope is exerciſed. on, Oey 


converſant about, are theſe :—She raiſes, the ſoul to 


hang on;Chriſt, and expect, in the great day of the 
general judgment, to be found wrapt up and enrobed 
in the rightequineſs of Chriſt; which wedding gar- 
ment, though now upon us, and all that believe, is 
but dimly ſeen; but in that day it will appear in all 
its divine luſtre, and in all its ineſtimable worth, as 
a raiment of needle work and gold of Ophir; in 
which alone the ſoul can ſtand the judgment with 
acceptance, and in which alone the ſoul can be ad- 
mitted into the realms and manſions of eternal bliſs; 


It is in this raiment that the queen mult be brought 


into the king's palace. For we through the Spirit 
wait for the hope of righteouſneſs which is. by faiths 
Gal. v. 5. 


Another ching hoped for is the 3 a 


and tremendous appearance of the ever- bleſſed object 


hoped in. When he ſhall deſcend from the third 
heaven, with all the majeſty of infinite divinity, at- 
tended with all the glorified ſaints and angelic my- 
riads, to be admired in all that believe, and to be had 


in honour of all that are round about him, hex 
to be of the number of them that ſhall lift up the 
head, who ſhall ſee his face with joy, ſtand with in- 


trepidity before him, approved, accepted, bleſſed, | 
and rewarded, by him, is called Jooking for that bi- 


: 5 F 


Me defire thervory one of you do ſhew the ſame dili- 
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fed . and the glorious appearance of the great Ged 
and our Saviour Feſus Chrift. Tit. ii. 13. 
Another thing hoped for is the reſurrection of hs 
body to an immortal life, and the changing of our 
vile bodies, and faſhioning them like unto the glo- 
rious body of Chriſt, whoſe reſurrection was a 
pledge and earneſt of ours. We ſhall bear the image 
of the heavenly Apa, and be like him, and fee 
Him as he is. The body of a dying faint is left in 
faith to reſt in hope; that, as the body is ſown in 
weakneſs, it ſhall be raiſed in power; ſown in diſho- 
nour, raiſed in glory; ſown natural, raiſed ſpiritual; 
| ſown in corruption, raiſed in incorruption. Immor- 
ality muſt be put on; and mortality put off, and 
ſwallowed up of life. This is the morning of eter- 
nal day, in which the upright ſhall have dominion. 
The dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe fit; a thouſand years 
before the wicked. The bleſſed, and the holy, have 
a part in this firſt reſurrection, and none elſe. This 
reſurrection, at the beginning of the thouſand years, 
is a reſurrection to life; and that at the cloſe of the 
term is a reſurrection to damnation. This is another 
thing hoped for; for the which we apprehend Chriſt, 
or are rather apprehended of him. Of the hope and 
| reſurrettion of the Head 1 am called in . Acts 
xxili. 6. 
Theſe are the great things, 5 thibg FOE and 
os eternal, that hope enters into, hangs upon, 
and expects. Take away theſe,” the promiſed en- 


4 a of them, and the reſurrection of the dead in 
order 


N 
drder to it, and the wicked would have the 20 l 
tage of us. For, although there is much of Chriſt 
enjoyed in firſt love, numberleſs ſweet viſits after 
wards by the way, and the abundance of life and 
peace; yet there is ſo much bitterneſs, wortnwood, 
and gall; ſo many oppoſitions, reproaches, and ſcan- 
dals; ſo much perſecution, temptations, and deſer- 
tions; that attend a ſteady profeſſion of, and a cloſe 
adherence to, Chriſt, that, if in this life only wwe have 

| hope in him, wwe are of all men mt n er 1 Cor. 
XV. 19. 8 

Epe ſometimes Cites the great reward N. in- 
heritance promiſed to the hoping foul; which f is 
called the hope laid up for us in heaven. This re- 
ö compenſe of reward that Moſes by faith reſpected, 
and which Boaz wiſhed to Ruth, is. the true riches, 
where no moth corrupts, nor thief approaches; and 
it is the full and uninterrupted enjoyment of God i in 
endleſs glory. I am thy exceeding great retard ſ: ays 
God "to Abraham: And grace is given us in this 
life as an earneſt of glory in the next. Both are 
promiſed, both are given, both come free, and both 
are ſure. The Lord will give grace and glory. Faith 
is the confidence of glory hoped for, and the evidence 
of "it while out of fight; impured righteouſneſs 
is our title to it; and the Spirit of promiſe is the 
pledge and earneſt of it; and it is ſure to all the 
ſeed. * It is both in the hands, and in the poſſeſſion, 
of our Covenant Head; and ſhall be given to, and 
a a poſſeſſed by, all that are Joint heirs With 


p "Ec — = 
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Bim. The firſt fruits of this glorious harveſt are 


granted unto us under the firſt operations of the 


Spirit of love and liberty; and many foretaſtes ol 


it are given by the way; which is a realizing of thoſr 
inviſible things to us, and a wonderful participation of 
them, which often fills the foul with joy unſpeakable 
and: full of glory; while hope is pregnant with the 
greateſt expectations of undoubted and eternal poſ- 
ſeſſion. Me rejoice in hope . tb glory of God. Rom. 


v. a2. But without an imputed righteouſneſs there | 


can be no hope of the great reward, for the unrigh- 
teous" ſhall not enter the kingdom ; but, being. juſtified 


by his grace, we are made heirs aner 10 the fe 


of eternal we, Pos UL 7. 
This hepe, which. is peculiar to the ele& of God, 


1 the eternal God for its author, who is the God 


of hope. God in three divine perſons is the ever- 
Bleſſed objechof it. But the ſecond perſon in the 
uinity ſtands the neareſt to it; who, in his incar- 
nation, wondrous undertaking, and finiſhed work, 
is the M of hope ; and it is he that admits it within 


the veil, where it is both ſure and ſtadfaſt. The 


baſes or foundations of it are the everlaſting: love, 
good-will, irrevocable decree, the eternal purpoſe, 


and determinate counſel, of God; his everlaſting co- 


venant, his immutable promiſe, and inviolable oath; 


che finiſhed work of the Lord Jeſus, the gift of the | 


Spirit, and the. witneſs and ſeal that he gives. All 


theſe are fure in Chriſt to us, and we ſecure in him. 
oh _ is the nau 4 1827 erufpeth i in *. Ld, 205 ogy ; 


an > —· I-44 oa . oÞ- ene, r , y Eg t-3" 4g 
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hope the Lord is. Jer. xvii. 7. Fur ſurely there is an 
end, [or reward] nd thine expectation ſpall not be cut - 
. Prov. xxu, 18. 

I now come to my ſecond general bead, which i is 

To treat of Truth hoped for. 

By truth we are to underſtand, in the firſt place, 
the veracity of God. He is a God of truth, and with- 
out iniquity, juſt and right is he. Which truth is 
pledged in every doctrine of the everlaſting goſpel, 
and in every promiſe of the better cavenant; which, 
in the mouth of the Spirit, is the ſoul-quickening 
word of eternal life. God will be true to his dear 
Son, who is our covenant head; and true to his co- 
venant, which was made and which ſtands faſt witty - 
him; and he will be true to- all his ſeed, and to 
every promiſe made to them in Chriſt, which will, 
and muſt, appear in the exact fulfilment of every pro- 
miſe, and in the accompliſhment of every prediction, 
reſpecting Chriſt and them. Thus divine truth, 
accompanying every prophecy of good, and everx 
promiſe made to us in the word, comes forth from 
the God of truth; and which, in the application of it 
to us, in the experience of it, power of it, and en- 
joyment of it, makes us and the whole church the 
pillar and ground of the truth. And certain it is 
that the truth of God in his word ſhall never return 
void: it ſhall return, but not void; it ſhall accom- 
pliſh the end for the which it is ſent, and proſper in 
the thing that pleaſes God: and at laſt in the ſalvation 


and 9 of God's elect. Truth. Jhall be ſer- 
"a C2 the 


ening, and in the execution of the righteous ſen- 


not the truth of God appear to the wicked in his 


aunſeber The truth of God will appear in all theſe: 


and the truth of his ſalvation. But theſe reprobates 
8 £ 


l 
led in heaven. Pſalm exix. 89. But then the non- 
elect are a ſeed of falſehogd; there is no truth in- 
them; their right hand is a right hand of falſehood. 
They are not of God; but of their father the devil, 
who was a liar from the beginning. They cannot: 
deliver their fouls, nor ſay, 1s there not à lie in my 
rigbt band? And, as the tree falls, ſo it Ties : it ſhall 
never be turned, nor the ſtate of it ever be altered: 
"ns canals 80 8 e e ee thy 
nent DER 

But then it may be objef7ed—If they that go down 
5nto the pit cannot hope for God's truth, it looks as 
if no branch of divine truth will ever appear there 
nothing but falſehood; which is confirming Mr. 
Wincheſter's doctrine, whoſe hope i is, that God will 
prove a liar, and be perjured in his oath, Muſt 


unrepealed law, in his fulfilment of the awful threat- 


tence according to the juſt demerit of ſin, which 
ends in an eternal baniſhment from his preſence? I 


for bs ir hir fear, ſo is bis wrath ; both are for ev, 
and both are ſure; the former to the faint, and the 
latter to the ſinner. But this branch of truth is 10. 
'boped for, but hoped againſt. Hope is always em- 
ployed about ſomething good, ſomething de/irable, and 
ſomething that the poor ſinner feels his need of: 
hope of the right kind hopes for the mercy of God, 
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are a people of no FO "IP TREE 2 therefore he that ad 


them will have no mercy on them, and be that created 
them will ber them. no favour : and, if no mercy is to 


be had on them, nor favour ſhewn to them, then they 
that go down into the pit cannot hope for ig. ö 

By truth we are to underſtand our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in the truth of his divine nature; who is 
truly, properly, eſſentially, and eternally, Gop, in 
every ſenſe of that great and tremendous name, 
and in all glorious perfections. He is the true God, 
ond eternal 4%; and in his human nature- truly and 
properly man; and in every covenant character faith- 
ful and true. In his prophetic office, in the doc- 
trines he taught, and in the teſtimony that he bore, 
he is the faithful and true witneſs; yea, he is the 


truth of all the ancient prophecies : to him gave all 


the prophets witneſs : and he | is the truth, ſum, and 
ſubſtance, of every doctrine of the everlaſting goſ- 
pel. He is the angel of the great council, and the 
firſt elect in the ancient ſertlements of eternity. Pre- 


deſtination to the adoption of children, and the choiee 


of God to eternal life, are both in him. Redemp- 
tion and ſatisfaction; ; Juſtification and reconciliation; ; 
pardon, peace, and acceptance with God; are all in 
him, and of him. He is the great and rich gift; 
and all the invaluable treaſures and bleſſings, that are 
held forth in every unconditional promiſe, are what 
is called the unſearchable riches of Chriſt. He is the 
ſubſtance of all the ceremonial ſhadows, and the truth 
a all the legal types. The /aw was given by 2 but 
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grace and irutb came by Jeſus Chriſt. He is the true 
tabernacle, which God pitched and not man. And 
this King, in his divine favour, is the cloud, and this 
Holy One is the flame, that followed Iſrael through- 
out the dreary deſert. He is the hidden manna, and 
the flowing rock; the mercy ſeat, and the ark of 
our ſtrength, where all the ſecret treaſures of wil- 
dom and knowledge are hid. He is the vail, and 
the entrance into the holy place; the golden pot, 
and the blooming rod; the golden table, and the 
bread of life ; the altar, prieſt, and ſacrifice. He is the 
laborious ox, that bore the legal yoke; the red heifer, 
that made atonement; the fatted calf, that feeds the 
 prodigal; and the lamb of God, that takes away the 
| fin of the world. He is the day-break, day- ſtar, and 
day- ſpring, that has viſited us, and who has made all 
thoſe ſhadows flee away, and nothing but a ſolid ſul. 
fance is left for us. God having provided ſome better | 
thing for us, that they without us Lo ot be mad 


PDeieerſect. Heb. xi. 40, 


He is the fulfilling end of the moral law; by 
whom | It was magnified” and made honourable; and 
by whoſe obedience, to us imputed, attended with 
the Holy Ghoſt and love of God, the righteouſneſs of 
| the law is fulfilled im vs, (though not by us) who wal 
not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. Indeed he is 
the truth of the whole bible. The hiſtory of the 
creation exhibits his eternal power and godhead, | 
being glearly ſeen by the things that are made ; which 


© things were not wade (av de Deich ee of d. 
en 


* 
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ings which a appear. Rom i. 20. The deſtruction 

of the antediluvian world, and of the cities of the 

plain, is an awful diſplay of his inflexible juſtice, and 
of his holy indignation at all fin; while the preſerva- 
tion of Noah and Lot as foudly proclaim his diſ- 


. criminating grace and ſovereign clemency. The 


journals of the parriarchs, and their poſterity, are all 
attended and beſtrewn with his faithfulneſs and truth 
to them, both in providence and in grate. His 


tender care of them is clearly ſeen, and his bleſſing 


on them, the proviſion he made for them, his pro- 
tection of them, and his ove tokens to them. He 
led them from one nation to another people, and ſuffered 
none to do them wrong ; yea, be reproved kings for their 
fakes, ſaying, Ti ouch not mine anointed, and as my fir | 


phets no harm. 


And, althongh ſome ſay, TE can ſee ning of 
Chriſt in the Song of Solomon, in the books of Ruth 
and Eſther, &c.“ yet the book of Ruth exhibits 


nothing elſe: but the grace of Chrift, and the won- 


derful footſteps of Providence ; yea, the converſion 
of that woman, through whom, by the female line, 
according to the fleſh, Chriſt came, is a wonderful 
hint of the falvation of the heatben. And, as for the 


book of Eſther, the hand of the Lord toward his 


ſervants, and his indignation toward his enemies, ap- 
pear almoſt in every line. It was. he that ſent them © 
into Babylon for their idolatry ; he was a little Tanc- 
tuary to them when they came there, and was ſeen 


=_ red horſe among the myrile trees, when they came 


md back 


* 
. 


AY. 
back again Zech. 1,8. He ſtopped che lions mouths 
mw Daniel's den; walked with the three children in 


the fiery furnace ; brought his own captive daugh- 


ter to the throne of the kingdom; hung Haman at 


his own. expenſe; ; and advanced Mordecai from a 
decreed deftruction to the dignity of prime miniſter. 
Ic was this Michael, the great prince, that ſtood for 
the children of Iſrael againſt the devil in the courts 
of Perſia; and it was he that reſiſted. him again at 
the right hand of Joſhua, in the land of Iſrael: in all 
which he appeared their God, their Saviour, their 
King, and their Mediator. And, as for the Song of 
Solomon, every line of it proclaims ; 1ts own author ; 


for there is none that ſpeaketh like him; and, it 


being a ſealed book to the wiſe and prudent, ſhews 


Plain enough that i it 15 ſacred; and, were all the world= 


I wiſe upon the earth to undertake to make a book 


lke it, there would be no more reſemblance between 
| theirs and. the original, than there is between the 
prophet Iſaiah's predictions and the whims: of old 


mother Shipton. That which flows froni a divine 
ſpring has both a fulneſs and: ſatisfaction in it; but 
that which is preſſed from human brains is nothing 
but a ſound from emptineſs, and proves a broken 
ciſtern to all that ſcek entertainment therein. This 
| Je eſus is the truth of all the bible. Search the ſcrip- 
tures, for in them you think ,you have eternal life, and 
| they are they which teſtify of me. But then, ſays the 
Saviour, the world ſees me no more. They ſhall ſee 
im as Mii ade in the great Fs for en: n 
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eye g ſee him; and his enemies ſhall lick the 
duſt. But, as a Saviour, the world fees me 70 more. 
Theſe believe not on him. Ye ſhall ſeek me, and fhall 
die in your fins; and whither I go ye cannot come. John 
viii. 21. And, if they are to ſee him no more, and ii 
they cannot come where he is, then they that go ann 5 
into the pit cannot hope for the truth. 

Again, by trutb we may underſtand the Holy 
| Ghoſt in all his convincing, quickening, regene- 
rating, renewing, ſanctifying, comforting, ſcaling, 
and - purifying, work on the fouls of God's elect, 


The. Spirit tearech witne/s,"becauſe the Spirit is truth. 


' John v. 6. And fo are all his operations and in- 
ſtructions. This bleſſed  anointing teacheth us all 
thihgs, and is truth, and is no lie. 1 John ii. 27. He 
guides us into all truth, and bears a true teſtimony. 
with our own conſcience to our juſtification and 
adoption; and reveals to us the true mind and will 
of God, and the true ſtate of our ſouls before him. 


le ſearches the deep things of God, and lets us 


know what is freely given us of God, He reveals 
the ſovereign grace of God, and his good will to us; 

and is the life and truth of al grace in us, He pu- 
rifies our heads and hearts from guilt and falſchood, 
and from the falſe notions that we entertained both of 
God and ourſelyes.. He bears a true teſtimony of 
Jeſus to us; he. ſhall refify of me. He receives the 
things of Chriſt, and reveals them to us; and ſhews 
us "AY to come. 1 is this ever-bleſſed Spirit of 
_ ruth. 
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truth that applies the word of God to the elect fin- 
ner; and makes it effectual, and the power of God, 
to ſalvation. The word comes with power, in the 
Holy Ghoſt, and with much aſſurance. He ſoftens 
the hard heart, meekens the ftubborn ſoul, and 
gives the engraſted word both a place and a root. 
He influences, and mightily perſuades, the mind to 
yield the obedience of faith, by crediting the glori- 
dus teſtimony; and makes faith work by love, both 
to the everlaſting goſpel and its adorable author. 
He helps our infirmities at a throne of grace, as a 
ſpirit of ſupplication ; makes us feel, and points out 
our wants; dictates every petition that ſhall find ac- 
ceptance, and attends the ſame with confidence; and 
ſends them from off the heart with warmth, fervour, 
and energy. And we have the infinite fatisfaction 
of ſeeing and feeling that they. do not return empty. 
This holy and ever- bleſſed Spirit of truth is the 
earneſt of the great reward; the witneſs, ſealer, and 
comforter, of every ſaint of God. But then this 
Spirit of truth the world cannoT reve, becauſe it 
feeth him not, neither knoweth him. John xiv. 17. 
And, if the world, the non-ele&ed world, cannot re- 
ceive him, then they cannot be ſanctified by him; 
and without ſanctification by the Holy Ghoſt there can 
be no meetneſs for heaven: the unclean cannot enter 
chere; and without holingſ no man can ſee the Lord. 
Hence it follows that, except a man be born again of 
| Land S Pri he cannoi ac he lingdom f God, much leſs 
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enter into it. Aud, as the wall cilfeor ann” 
Spirit of truth, then they that go down into * p 
cannot hope for it. : 


By truth we are to underſtand the ock geg : 
word of God: Santtify them through thy truth; thy 
word is truth, This word, faithfully and purely _ 
preached, and cordially received, embraced, and 
credited, is the incorruptible ſeed, that abides for 
ever. It is called the word of faith, becauſe faith 
comes by hearing of it, and hearing by the preach- 
ing of it. It is called the word of wiſdom, becauſe 
it makes us wiſe to ſalvation through the faith of 
Chriſt: the word of knowledge; becauſe it holds 
forth, and reyeals, all that is eſſential to be known 
both of God and ourſelyes: it is the word of life, 
by which we are quickened : it is the word of righ- 
teouſneſs, by which we are made juſt; the word of 
reconciliation, by which we are made friends ; and 
the word of truth, by which we are made free. But 
then this word is only made to Chriſt the ele& head, 
and to his predeſtinated offspring. For thus faith 
| God, This is my covenant with them, the word that 2 
bave put in thy mouth, and the ſpirit that I have put 
upon thee, ſhall never depart out of thy mouth, nor out 
of the mouth of thy ſeed, nur out of the mouth of thy 
es feed, from henceforth and for ever. The pro- 
miſes of the goſpel are only to the heirs of promiſe ; 
the promiſe and word of eternal life are to none but 
thoſe that are ordained to it. It is always applied to 
the ſheep; it neyer was applied to the goats. They 
; ; tha 
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chat are of God bear Gid's word. 'Others hear it not, 
tecauſe. they are not of God; not of God's loving, 
chookng, and ordaining to life. They are of the 
Lord, therefore ſpeak they of the world, and the world 
Benreth them. We: are of God; he that knoweth God 
| heareth us. Hereby know we the Spirit of truth, and 
abe fpirit of error. The myſteries of the kingdom 
are hid from the wiſe and prudent; the natural man 
cannot know them: and, if he cannot know them in 
this world, while. joined to all the living, he will 
never get at the knowledge of the truth afterwards ; 
for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
wiſdom, in the grave whither thou goeſt, Eccleſ. ix. 10. 
There ſhall be nothing of all theſe things communi- 
cated to a man in the grave. But ſure I am that it 
muſt mean an ungodly. man to whom none of all 
theſe things are to be communicated; for the Spirit 
of God, that now dwells in all the ſaints, ſhall in the 
great day quicken their mortal bodies, and reveal 
the great work of God, and the wonderful device 
that he has framed. Imperfect knowledge ſhall 
vaniſh, and perfect knowledge be made known; 
and the wiſdom of God in the goſpel myſtery ſhall 
be revealed in all the latitude, and in all the beauty, 
and glory of it, as ſoon as the ever: bleſſed Spirit 
quickens our mortal bodies. For now we know but 
in part, and propheſy in part, and ſee through a 
| glaſs" darkly ; but, when that which Is. perfect is 
come, then that which is in part ſhall be done away; 
_ ſhall we know even as we are known, and ſee 

_ EVER 
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even as we are ſeen: and all this as ſoon as the body 
is quickened in the tomb. For it ſhall be raiſed im- 
mortal; then it muſt be immortal before it is raiſed; 
yea, raiſedt Vpiritual and glorious: and thus it ſhall 
be raiſed. Therefore there will be, to the ſaints of 
God, a wonder fal work, a. ſtrange device, perfeſt know- 
tdge, and the moſt confummate Wiſdom, revealed to 
the children of God even in the grave, at the reſur- 
rectton morning; for they ſhall be raiſed in all this 
glory. Hence it appears plain that, as the tres falls, 
<obether towards the north or towards the ſouth, whtre 
the tree falleth, thers it fall lie; and that the-ſinney 
who dies! in his fins ſhall ud no works, device; know'- 
Jedpe, or wiſdom: (that ſhalt avail him any thing) #» 
the grave whither be goes. For they that 2⁰ err tus 

75 pit cannot hope for thy Dili 3 ICY 
I come now to treat of the Pf. 
Which word, according to the learned, has various 
meanings. The word cho! is uſed in four ſeveral 
enſes in the ſcriptures * Firſt; it is taken for hell 
metaphorically ;- that is, for deep plunging into ex- 
treme ſorrow, -miſery, and danger. Pf. Ixxxvi. 15% 
"Secondly, for the local hell properly. Prov. xv. IT. 
_ Thirdly, it fignifieth the grave. Prov. Xx. 16. 
Fourthly, it ſignifieth the lower, deep, and remote, 
parts of the earth, without any relation to the place 
of puniſhment. Pſ. exxxix. 8. To which I may 
add a Fifth acceptation of this word, for the com- 
mon 1255 ot ſtate of the dead; 2s Pl. Erix. 475 48, 
POET | | Kc. 
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&e. Scbeol figni fieth any devouring gulph, or pit, 
ſwallowing up the dead; as Numbers xvi. 33. 
That there is an awful and dreadful place of pu- 
nifhment, prepared by a juſt God for de devil and 
his angels, and for ungodly ſinners. of mankind, is 
plain, both from the Old Teſtament and from the 
New; and this truth is realized to the ſoul and con- 
ſcience of every ſinner ſhut up in black deſpair, and 
given up to a fearful looking for of judgment in this 
world; and is often dreadfully feared, and the pains 
of it deeply felt, even by the ele& of God, when 
brought under the arreſts of divine juſtice, and ar- 
raigned at the bar of a broken law: under which 
dreadful ſenſations, and awful apprehenſions, have 
ſprung thoſe fearful cries, and thoſe earneſt petitions, 
attended with ſuch grievous complaints, ſo oſten 
found in holy writ; put up by thoſe who have ſunk _ 
in the horrible pit, and who have known and felt the 
errors of the Lord. Firſt, . 
We have the outcry of the deſpairing ſinner : 
The finners in Zion are afraid; fearfulneſs hath fur- 
priſed the hypecrites : who among us ſhall dwell with 
devouring fire? who among us ſhall dwell. with ever- 
lefting burnings ? Iſaiah xxxiii. 14. Now this peo- 
ple was either in great fear where no fear was, which 
is not likely; or elſe, like the devils, they believe 
© there is ſuch a place of torment, and tremble at the 
dreadful apprehenſions of it, and at the diſpleaſure 
of an angry God, who hath prepared it. 


„ 

Secondly, We have the dreadful complaints * the 
ele& under their awful apprehenſions of this place of 
torment, when the rod of God has been heavy upon 
them. Unto thee will I cry, O Lord, my roch! be not 
lent to me, left, if thou be filent to me, I become like 
them that go down into the pit. Pl. xxviii. 1. And 
again: Let not the water-floed overflow me, neither let 
| the deep ſwallow me up; and let not the pit fout her 
mouth upon mg. Pl. Ixix. 15. The captive exile baſten- 
eth that he may be logſed, and that be ſhould wot die in 
tbe-pit.. Haiah Ii. 14. It is clear enough that thefe 
awakened ſouls had awful apprehenſions of a dread- 
ful place of puniſhment; and laboured hard to fly 
from the wrath to come, and to embrace the only 
hiding place from the ſtorm: and theſe were delivered 
from going down to the pit, for God has ce 4 i ms 
Job xxxiii. 24. 

I know the word pit has various meanings in koly 
writ: ſometimes it ſignifies a falſe church, or a whore; 
In a ſpiritual ſenſe; in the communion of which 
many profeſſors are ſo entangled as never to get out. 
The mouth of a ſtrange woman is a derp pit; the ab- 
horred of the Lord fhatl fall therein. And a whore, 
in a temporal ſenſe, is called a pit; whoſe enfnaring 
charms have held many 2 prifoner ſo faſt, that all 
the laſhes of conſcience, and all the dread of damna- 
tion, could never deter him, till he has fallen a fa- 
erifice to vindictive juſtice. Many a reprobate has 
periſned in this ſnare: for a whore is a deep ditch, ank 

4. ſtrange woman is a uarrow pit. Prov. xxiii. 27%. 
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- | Sirah's womb is called a pit; who was to be the 
tnceher of the ele& when paſt age; from which; 
(though impoſſible to nature) Chriſt, according to 
the fleſh, came, and all the elected thouſands, both 
of Jews and Gentiles, in him. Look unto the rock 
zw hence ye are herum, and to the hole of the pit whence 
ge are digged : look unto Abrabam your peach . to 
Sarab that bare you. Iſa. Ii. 1, 2. 
Pit ſometimes ſignifies deep ſoul-trouble ; Lam 
which the heart and fleſh both fail; and the poor 
ſoul ſinks into heavineſs and deſpondency, while 
trouble upon trouble rolls oyer him, like wave upon 
wave over a drowning man, till all his ſtrength is 
exhaufted in ſtruggling ; and down he muſt go, ex- 
_ cept Divine Providence interfere, I waited patiently 
for the Lord, and he inclined unto me, and heard my 
cry. He brought me up alſo out of an horrible pit, out | 
of the miry clay, and fet my feet upon @ rock, and ga- 
bliſhed my goings. PL. xl. 1, 2. 

Pit ſignifies any wicked device, intended againſt 
a religious perſon in-order to enſnare him and draw 
him into fin, that they may fee his nakedneſs and re- 
| proach his profeſſion : ſuch as the Hottentots con- 

trive to catch elephants in; who dig holes i in the 
f ground, | in the tracks where thoſe animals come to 
drink, at the bottom of which ſtakes are driven, and 
the upper points of them made ſharp; while the top 
of the hole is flightly-covered with boughs of trees, and 
then green turf laid over; upon which the unwieldy 
| creature ſteps, : and 1 in he ea, So: the wicked often 
3 | enſnare 
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enſnare the juſt. For without cauſe have they tid fan 
vie their net in a pit, which without cauſe they have 
digged for my. foul, Pſ. xxxv. 7. But neither of theſe 
are intended by the word pit in my text; but Hell it- 
/ef; the place prepared for the devil and his angels. 
Dr. Lowth calls it perdition ; his words are theſe— 


ce For this cauſe ſhall it be declared, O Junovany 
concerning Thee, 

That thou haſt revived my ſpirit; 

That thou haſt reſtored my health, and Base 
my life. 

Behold, my anguiſh i is r into eaſe! 

Thou haſt reſcued my ſoul from perdition: 

Verily, the grave ſhall not give thanks unto thee # 

Death ſhall not praiſe thee; 

They that go down into the pit mall not await 
thy truth: Fo Ha. xxxviil. 16, 17, 18. 


That is, they that go down into the pit ſhall never 
expect thy truth; for they never were reſerved or de- 
ſigned for it, and therefore cannot _ 0 it; await 
it, or expett it. | 

Perdition bnifits no lefs than utter ruin and de- 
ſtruction. Judas is called the fon or heir of per- 
dition, and is faid to go to his ow plate, from Which 
he will never remove, being moſt worthy. of it for 
his dreadful tranſgreſſion, and pre-ordained to it for 
his fins, in which the bounds of his habitation are 
eternally fixed. Antichriſt is likewiſe called the ſon 
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of erdatibh, being his fellow heir of the ſame place; 
" becauſe he drives the ſame wicked trade with Chriſt 
and his blood as Judas did; and who will at laſt go 
into perdition as well as he, and be drowned in it; 


for, as for grace or the Holy Spirit, neither he nor 
Simon Magus have either part or lot in that matter. 
Various are the names by which this awful 


Ys of torment is called in ſcripture, It is called 


Tophet: which place was in the valley of the 
ſon of Hinnom, where the children of Iirael ſa- 
factificed their children to Moloch. They built the 
high places of Baal, which are in the valley "of the fon 
of Hinnom, to cauſe their ſons and their dau ughters to paſs 
through the fire untoe Moloch. Jer. xxxii. 35. Yea, 
they ſacrificed their children to devils, und defiled the 
land with blood. Pf, cvi. 37. This image had arms, 


(as ſome ſay) to hold the infants in, and to which 
arms they were bound. The image was made hol- 


low within, and a kiln hole was made at the bottom 
of the image, where the fire was kindled, and kept 
burning till the child was conſumed. Some children 
they drove through the fire to this idol, and ſome 


were fixed, as above, in the arms of it. The prieſts 


who officiated at this infernal altar were called che- 


marims, as it is written; I will alſo. Atretch out mins, 
hand upon Fudah, and upon all the. inbabitants of Je- 


ruſalam; and I will cut off. the remnant of Baal from 
this place; and the names , the chemarims with the 
prieſts." Zeph. i. 4. At the times of ſacrificing theſe, 


Poor children they uſed ta beat drums, 8c. in order 


N 

to drown the cries of them when in the fire: on 
which account, as ſome think, this valley i is called - 
Tophet ;' which, according to the learned, ſignifies a 
drum: and God himſelf gives it this name to repre⸗ 
ſent hell. | | d 
Moloch, horrid king, beſmear'd with blood . 

Of human facrifice, and parents” tears, 

Though for the noiſe of drums and timbrels loud 
Their children's cries unheard, that paſs'd through 1 7 
"To his grim idol; and made his grove 


The pleaſant valley of Hinnom; Tophet thence 
: And black Gehenna cal] d, the type of hell. MILTON: . 


And God compares the wicked to. the fuel with 
which they burnt their children. And God will 
kindle a worſe fire than they did; and be as deaf to 
the cries of them as they were to thoſe of their poor 
infants. For Tophet is ordained of old; yea, for the. 
king it is prepared; he hath made it deep and large; 
the pile thereof is fire and much woed ; the breath off the 
Lord, like a Arcam of horns deth kindle it. Ia. ***. 
33. 
Sometimes this place of puniſhnckt is called 1 
lake; in alluſton to the plain where anciently ſtood 

the four cities of Sodom, Gomorrha, Adma, and Zebo- 

im, which the Lord deftroyed r his fine 

plain, well watered by the river Verden running 

through it, was the cauſe, of Lot's chooſing 1 it when g 2 
he ſeparated from Abraham. It was anciently 2 very += 
rich, fertile valley, of ſeventy miles long, and twenty _ 

oyer; under! its turf was a kind of a rich bitumen, N 
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by 2nd beneath that a pitchy ſlime, (Gen. xiv: 10) wltich, 
they uſed in building. Compare with Gen. xi. 3. 


But, when God rained fire and brimſtone from 


heaven upon thoſe cities, the bitumen and ſlime 
took fire alſo. The land of the plain, and the 


whole country, were all on a flame and ſmoke. Gen. 
Xix. 28. And God overthrew thoſe citiss; Gen. xix. 25; 


that is, with an earthquake, by which a prodigious 


mountain was caſt up at the weſt end of the plain; 
and the whole plain is now a dea /ea, called the lake 
Aſphaltites. The rivers Jordan, Fabbek, and Arnon, 
all. run into it at the eaſt end; but there is no way 
out of it, unleſs by a ſubterraneous paſſage. Bun 
what is the moſt ſurpriſing of all. is that,: though · this 


lake is fed by freſh water xivers, yet the ſea is re- 


markably ſalt; and, according to Maundrell, pro- 
digious nauſeous. T he ſtorm of vengeance which 
fell upon thoſe cities is the pledge-and earneft of the 
general conflagration. As it aas in the days of Lt, 


' fo ſhall it be in the days of the Son of Man. The de- 


ſtruction of the inhabitants of theſe cities is an em- 
blem of the deſtruction of all the wicked in the oreat 
day; who, as well as the Sodomites, 0ill- ſuffer the 
vengeance of eternal fire; of which place this ſulphu- 


reous lake (when all on a flame) was an awful fi- 


gure or repreſentation. The beaſt, and the. falſe pro- 
bet, (Rev. xix. 20) aud-the devil that deceived them ; 


; (Rev. xv- 10) yea, all, whoſoever were not found writ- 
ten in the book of life; (Rev. xx. 15) the fearful, aud 
aubelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and 

wheremongers, . 
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auboremongers, and ſorcerers, and idolaters, and all hars, 
ſhall have their part in the lake which burneth with 
fre and I which is the TO death. Rev. 
xxi. 8. 3 
Sometimes this . of torment is called a priſon; = 
in which all the King of heaven's priſoners are or 
mall be bound, ſhut up, and confined. It is pre- 
pated for devils, rebels, traitors, reprobates, infidels, 
hypocrites, heretics, falſe prophets, and perſecutors: 
and all who deſcend into it will tie in it until the 
end of the ſaintsꝰ thouſand years reign with Chriſt in 
the new earth, wherein divellenb righteouſneſs ; 2 Pet. 
nl. 13; at the ond of which time they ſhall be viſited. 
The Lord Jeſus, who has the keys of hell and of 
death, will bring them forth to the great and grand 
aſſize, to take their trial, receive their decifive ſen 
tence and their awful doom. | 
On the very day of this world's dreadful 1 
gration all the wicked, both devils and men, will be 
impriſoned; and on the fame day the ſaints will take 
the kingdom, and begin their thouſand years reign: 
as it is written, And they ſhall be gathered together, as 
priſoners. gre gathered, into the ir; and ſball be fhut 
up in the PRISON ; and after many days ſhall they be ui. 


ted. At that time begins the ſaints' reign. Den 


the moon ſhall be conſounded, and the ſun. aſhamed, when 
the Lord- of Hoſts ſhall reign in Mount Zion, and in 
Jeruſalem; and before his ancients glorioufly. Iſa. xxiy. 
22, 23. The many days in the above paſlage are the 


PR thouſand years in Rev. xx. 4. And this 
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. | 
reign of Chriſt is ſaid to be before his ancients, be. 


cauſe all the ancient ſaints ; Adam and Eve the firſt; 
| f with Abet, Seth, and Enoch; Methuſelah, Lamech,, and 
Mob; Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob 3 down to the laſt 
| ſoul that ever ſhall be called by grace; will reign 
with him: and it will not be, as it is now, a reign 
of grace; but a glorious reign; or /be Lord will 
reign before bis ancients in a very glorious man- 
Again, this place of puniſhment is called a 9: 
fixed; which a learned man of Gad tells me may be 
properly rendered, as it is in the Dutch annotations, 
an 46, or a bottomleſs pit. Rev. ix. 1. This 
abyſs, or bottomleſs pit; is ſaid to be Ae; that is 
| by God's decree of reprobation,' which can never 
be revoktd. A bottomleſs pit affords no anchor- 
age for hope; therefore they that go down inlo it can. 

l wat hope fer the trutbz. 
This, gulph, fixed by an eternal decree, for ever 
; fixes the ſtate of the damned, and for ever debars al 
' paſſage from thence. The ele& ſhall never deſcend 
into it, nor the reprobate aſcend out of it; as it is 
written, And, beſides all this, between us and you there 
is a great gulph fixed; (ach, an opening that can ne- 
ver be cloſed) /o hat they which wauld paſs ſrom hence to 
| J0UCANNOT; Neither CAN they paſs te us that would com? 
Fam thence, Luke xvi.” 26. Mr. Wincheſter's ſup- 
poſed paſſage, and paſſport, are both prohibited by 
the decree of heaven; for, although he would paſs 
#4. dhe went ſays he camor; the cternal ſentence af 

God 


( 99.3 
God forbids it; therefore tbey that go down into the 


pit cannot bope for the truth. 


. Let this dreadful place of puniſhment be aſh 
1 what name it may; whether Gebenna [2x71], 
Topbel, Scheol, Hell, Hades, Perdition, Gulph or Abyſs, 
Lake, Pit, Furnace of Fire, Bottomleſs Pit, or what 
not—it means the place that God has prepared for the 
&ovil and his angels, and for the deſtruttion and perdition 


and all the wicked will be the Wel of it; and the 
breath of God ſhall kindle it: and eternal vengeance 
will feed the flames of it, and keep it burning. The 


f ungodly men. God hath made 0 deep and large; 


worm of a guilty conſciencè ſhall never die; nor ſhall 
the brimſtone, or the wrath of God, ever be quench- 
ech or ever burn out. God's eternal law ſhall never 


be repealed, the curſe of it ſhall never be recalled, 


nor the ſentence ever be revoked. Curling their king 
and their God ſhall never paſs for perfect obedience ; 


nor ſhall a finite creature's ſuffering the juft demerit 
of ſin ever give ſatisfaction to divine juſtice, or diſ- 
charge the black catalogue of infinite debts. They 
that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. 
They that are ſaved muſt be purged in the filrnace 


5 Miction in this world, not in a furnace of fire in 


the next: they muſt be cleanſed by the blood of 


Chriſt in mount Zion, not in hell. Joel. iii. 2 1. I 


mount Zion, and in Jeruſalem, there ſhall be dvliver- 


"ance, as the Lord hath ſaid; but in hell there ſhall be 


none. Truth muſt make them free in. this world, 
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or they will be bound to all eternity ; for they FRY go 
down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. : 
The mercy and faithfulneſs of God muſt be 
known in time; if they die ignorant of this, they 
ſhall never know it hereafter ; 'for God declares that 
be that made them will have no mercy on them, and he 
that created them will ſhew them no favour. Wilt 
' thou, O God, ſhew wonders to the dead? No. Shall 
the dead ariſe, and praiſe thee ? Selah. Shall thy lov- 
ing. kindneſs' be declared in the grave? or thy faitb- 
fulneſs in deftruftion? Shall thy wonders be known 
in the dark? or thy righteouſneſs in the land of far- 
| petfulneſs 2 - No, never. Pf. Ixxxviii. 10, 11, 12. 
For Yay that go down into the Pit camet — * * 
truth. 
/, The throne of iniquity ſhall have no fillowſhip 
with God, who frame miſchief by a law. Light and 
darkneſs ſhall haye no agreement; Chriſt and Belial 
: ſhall have no concord: What part hath he that be- 


bees wich an infidel? The belle ver hach no part 


with him: and ſhall the jnfidel ever have any part 


with the belicyer; one being t the child of God, and 
the other the child of the devil? the one being or- 
| dained to eternal life, and the other ordained to this 
conde mnation? No. God bas hid their heart from 
ynder ſtanding, « and there * be Hall not exalt them. Job | 

XVil. 4. | 
I come now to my fourth head; which is is to fhew 
FT hat Fe. that 80 OT into the Pit are without 
truth, 


I. 
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truth. Chriſt is eminently and emphatically the 
truth; but they that 8⁰ down into the pit are with- 
out Chriſt in every covenant character, and in every 
ſenſe of the word. They have no mediator: and 
without a mediator there can be no acceſs to God. 

Chriſt took. not on him the ſeed of Cain, nor of 
Canaan, nor of Iſhmael, nor of Eſau: but he took 
on him the ſeed of Abraham, and that after he was 
| appointed, made, and declared, the father of many 
nations, and i in a goſpel ſenſe of all the choſen ſeed. 
Chriſt 700k part of the children's feſh and blood: not 
taat of the reprobate, nor of the rejected ſeed of 
old Adam, nor that of the children of the fleſh ; for 
theſe are not the children of God i but the children of 
the promiſe are counted for the ſeed; and it was part of 
the fleſh of theſe heirs of promiſe that Chriſt took; 
for fuch, and only ſuch, are the children of Abraham 
in the ſpiritual ſenſe of ſcripture. They are not all 

tirael who are of Hfrael, aeither becauſe they are the ſeed of 

Abraham are they all the children of Ged. Chriſt him- 
ſelf will not allow this. The reprobate Jews told: 

him that God cas Weir father ; ; but he tells them” 
that, jf God Was their father they would love him; and 
palms them upon their father the devil. And, when 
they claimed Abraham as their father, Chriſt allows. 
it in one ſenſe: I know chat ye are Abraham's ſeed, 

(John vii. 37) that is, according to the fleſh; but 
not according to God's purpoſe and promiſe: there- 
fore Jeſus ſaid unto them, If ye were Abraham's cþil- 
#ren, Jon would do the works of Abraham. John viii, 
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39. Chriſt never calls theſe his brethren, nor does 
he claim any kindred to them ; but tells them to de- 
Part, he knows not whence they are, becauſe they 

are not of the election. Chriſt is not their advo- 
cate, nor their interceſſor: he never pleaded their 
cauſe in eternity, nor yet in time; nor does he now 
do it in heaven; nor will he do it in the day of 
judgment, nor yet in hell: but paſſes the righteous 
ſentence of the law upon them, and ſends them 
away from him, as utter ſtrangers to him: which 
cannot be called pleading their cauſe againſt the 
devil, when he calls them the devil's own children, 
and ſends them away from him, in company both 
wich the devil and all his angels. Nor did Chriſt 
ever pray for theſe as an interceſſor: for, although 
he faid upon the croſs, Father, forgive them, fur they. 
know not what they do; yet it was for ſome of the 
Elect 19 particular that he then prayed; who were 
very buſy at his crucifixion; upon whom Peter 
Charged his blood, and who were cut to the heart 
at the awful appeal, repented, and believed, and 
vVere added to his church. But for the non- elected 
world he never prayed: I pray for them; I pray not 
for the world, but Wks them which thou HE: gives me, 
John xvii. . 
Nor did Chriſt . for W he Aled | not "A the 
| generation of ſerpents, nor vipers, nor for the repro- 
pate, but for the elect; not for the dogs, but for the 
doves; not for the goats, but for the ſheep, The goed 
Shepherd giveth | bis li ife for the feetp John * 11, Bu 
* 
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we believe not, becauſe ye are noi of my ſbeap, as I ſaid 
uno you. John x. 26. And them that are not his 
ſheep he never died for: and without redemption by 
blood there can be no ſalvation from hell. They 
that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. 
Nor did he ever teach theſe as a prophet. Na; 
he came to them for judgment, that they which ſee 
might be made blind: yea, he cloſed their eyes, 
ſtopped their ears, and hardened their hearts; that 
they ſhould not. ſee with their eyes, hear with 
their ears, nor underſtand. with their hearts. He 
never turned them to him, nor took the vail from 
them; but thanked his Father for hiding theſe things 
from them: and declares that the wicked ſhall do 
 wvickedly, and that none of the wicked ſoall underſtand. 
Dan. xii. 10. They may ever learn; but, like Mr. 
Wincheſter, they are never able to come to the know- 
ledge of the truth; and the reaſon is, becauſe the 
great Prophet of the church never teaches them: 
All thy children ſhall be taught of the Lord, and none 
elſe. The natural mam diſcerns not the things of the 
Spirit; nor can he know them, either in time or eter- 
nity, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, And the 
Holy Spirit does not teach the wortd : The (repro- 
| bate) world Nor receive him, either in this world 
or the hext, Lecauſe il ſecth him not, neither knoweth 
him. John xiv. 17. . Therefore they that go down 
into the pit cannot hope for the truth. = 
And, as they that are of this world are not 
Chriſt's ſheep, ſo he never gathers them out of it; 
he never ſceks them out, nor finds them. He ſeeks 
none 
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none bit the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael; and 


the ather ſheep, which are not of that fold (namely, 
the elect among the Gentiles), theſe he muſt bring, 
and there ſhall be one fold and one ſhepherd. For 
zbzſe he died; theſe he redeemed; theſe he eathers out 
of all places, Sr ſcattered in the cloudy and 
dark days. The diſeaſed of rbg zfe he ſtrengthens; 
che lame he heals; the broken he binds up; the weak 
ke lays on his ſhoulders ; the lambs he carries in his 
boſom ; and thoſe that are with young he gently 
leads. In the height of Tirael he pitches their fold, 
in the green paſtures of the life-giving goſpel he 
makes them to lie down, and by the ſtill waters of 
comfort he leads them. Bur, though this kind 
- Shepherd deals thus with his ſheep, yet not fo with 
the goats, as himſelf ſays; ; 1 will feed the flock of 
Jaxgbter; even jou, 2 Poor of the flock : and T took unto 
me 1c Hader; ; the one [ called beauty, and the other 7 
called bands, or binders; and I fed the flock. „ 
xi. 7. Here is Chriſt the King of Iſrael with his 
beautiful hf, or fſeepire, ruling and governing his 
own ſubjects; and with his other Haff called binders 
or bands, which 1 is his foepberd's s crock. that catches, 
holds faſt, and detains, every ſheep of his flock to 
himſelf, and to one another 1 in his own fold; while 
he himſelf condeſcends to feed them. But then he 5 
has no charge of the goats, he is a ſhepherd, not an 
herd/man ; nor does be feed them, as himſelf de- 
clares; Ther, foid J. T il! not feed you : that that 
Aieth, let it die; and that that ts fo be cut off; ler 10 be 


: cut 4 off 3 and tet the reft cat ever: one the fe 2 of another, 
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Tech. xl. 9. gd it appears plain that the good 
Shepherd has no charge of theſe; nor does he pu 
forth his crook among them. Nay, he aſked what. 
they l ow for bis a} in this his two- og office 


prized FO at the common m of a bond poiay Kang 
xxi. 32 3 compare with Zech. xi. 12. Then he cut 
aſunder bis flaff, even. beauty; that he might break the i 
legal, national, and conditional covenaut, that be bad. 
made with the bouje of Lrael; (Zech. xi. 10) for 
their diſobedience to it, and for their rejection, of 
| him : : and the middle wall of partition was broken down 
cn that day; and falyation was proclaimed to the, 
Gentiles: : and, after they had ſold his blood, and | 
| himſelf as their ſhepherd and king, then he Caf gan- 
der his other 27 even bands, that he might break the 
brotherboed between tbe Piritual Jews and Tract after 
the fleſh. Zech. xi, 14. Aud it was broken in that day.. 
Zech. xi. II. So chat they are nat Fews that are fo 
OUTWARDLY, but are of the ſnagogue of fatan; but 
they are Jews that are ſuch INWARDLY ; and circum- | 
cifien is that of the beart, in the ſpirit, and not in the 
letter ; whoſe gem iſe is not of men, but of Ged. From 
hence it appears plain, that the Lord Jeſus does not 


undertake for the reprobate, the goats, and the ſeed 


of the ſerpent; but for the ſheep, which the Father 
| has given him; for whom he died, and whom he 
redeemed from among nen, out of eviry Kindred, people, 
tongue, and nation. Rev. v. g. 3 
* does the g grace of Chriſt rule. over the repro- | 
date. | 
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bate. His kingdom is not of this world ; it is not of 
men, but of God; not ſupported by worldly means or 
worldly maxims ; nor are the ſubjects of it of this 
world, but of God. It is ſet up in the hearts of God's 
elect, and in no other. Satan is a king ſtill, and has a 
kingdom; and his kingdom ſtill ſtands, and his ſub- 
jects are led captive by him at his will. Nor is he 
divided againſt himſelf, nor ever will be: witneſs the 
infernal lies of Mr. Wincheſter, who is manifeſtly, a 
preſent, a ſubject of ſatan's kingdom; as appears plain 
by his blindneſs, ignorance, carnality, hypocriſy, in- 
; fernal craft, and damnable deception. All which 


prove, plain enough, that ſatan [not Jeſus] is king 


over all the children of pride; and that he rules in 
the hearts of all the children of diſobedience. But 
he [Chriſt] turns his own people from darkneſs to 

light, and from the power of ſatan to God; and 
tranſlates them out of the kingdom of ſatan into his 7 
own kingdom, where they find the forgiveneſs of 
ſins, and a glorious inheritance among them that are 
ſanctified by faith that is in hi. ebb we con- 

clude that, as Chriſt did not aſſume the nature of the 

reprobates, ſo he is not the mediator, advocate, in- 

terceſſor, prieſt, ſhepherd, or king, of theſe. God 
has ſet his King upon his holy hill of Zion, not upon 
Sinai; for all that are of the works of the law are 
under the curſe. But the ſubjects of Chriſt's king- 
dom are all righteous perſons ; agreeable to his ſcep- 0 
tre, which is a ſceptre of righteouſneſs. Thy people 
a 2 * be all ri on they ſpall inherit the land for 
| ever; 
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ever; the branch of my planting, the work of ny Hands; 


that I may be gloriſted. Iſa. lx. 21. They that go down 
into the pit are without Chriſt in every ſenſe; and 


therefore have no hope in him, nor can they ever 


hope for his truth. 


Nor does the word oof truth ever come with power 


to them; nor has it any place in them; nor is it ever 
promiſed ta them: their taſte remaineth in them, 


their ſcent is not changed; their palate is vitiated 3 


they have no reliſh for it. And the reaſon is, they 
are not of God; that ĩs, they are not of God's chooſ- 
ing; they are not of God's electing; they are not of 
God's loving, ordaining, or appointing to ſalvation. 
He that 1s of God heareth God's word ; ye therefore bear 
it not, becauſe ye are not of God. John viii. 47. The 
word never comes with power to them; they. are 
never quickened nor illuminatedby it, nor ever ſhall 
be. Satan, Simon Magus, and old Adam after the 
fleſh, are their fathers; and to them they ſhall go; 
and from thence they ſhall never come. Le ſhall. go 


to the generation of his fathers ; ; they ſpall never ſee light a 


Pſ. xlix. 19; and, if they never ſee light, then they 
at go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. 


And, as the wicked die without Chriſt in every 


covenant character; who is the way, the truth, 
and the life; and without the words of truth; ſo 


they die alſo without the true God, and without any 
hope in him. God is the God of Abraham, and of | 


all his myſtic ſeed; the God of Iſaac, and of every 


heir of promiſe z and the Godof Jacob, and of every 
. e 
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trhie Iſtaelite. This is his name for ever, and this is 
his memorial to all generations. But, as for them 
that die under the curſe and condemnation of the 
law, with the ſting of death in their conſcience, and 
the ſentence of death in their hearts ; twice dead; 
phicked up by the roots; is he the God of theſe? 
No. God is not the God of the dead, but of the living: 
Mat. xxil. 31. And, as he is not their God, then 
they that go down into the pit cannot 2 for thy 
iruth. 
„ ſhall theſe dead ones; chemies to Chriſt aid 
his cauſe ; deſpiſing his word and his people; ſer- 
vants of fin and fatan; at whoſe calamity God will 
laugh, and at whom he will mock when their fear 
. cometh ; ſhall the covetous, whom God abhorreth ; 
hall the wicked, whom he hath made for the day of 
evil; ſhall the veſſels of wrath, fitted by ſin for de- 
ſtruction; ſhall the ungodly, before of old ordained 
to this conderariation ; ſhall they, upon whom God 
will have no mercy, and to whom God will ſhew no 
| favour; they, who never were born again, and who 
can never fee the kingdom of God ; who are to be 
puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the pre- 
ſence of God, and from the glory of his power; 
ſhall theſe ſhare in the great reward of inheritance ? 
No. They, that find not the path of life in this 
world, will never find it in the next; they, that are 
ſtrangers to the truth at death, ſhall never hope ſor 
it in the pit; and they who have known ſomething 


g of the way of righteouſneſs 1 in this life, and who have 
3 departed | 
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departed from it, leaving the paths of righteouſneſs 
to walk in the ways of darkneſs; who err from Chriſt 
the only way, and walk no more in him-—ſhall 
never ſee nor enjoy God in the light and land of the 
living. The man that wandereth; out of the way of 
undurſtanding ſhall REMAIN in the congregation of, the 
dead. Prov. xxi. 16. And, if they remain in the 
congregation of the dead, then they that go down inio 
the pit cannot hope for thy truth. a 
They that go down into the pit are without the 
truth of grace. God requires truth in the inmoſt 
parts; and the gates of paradiſe are to be opened, 
bat the righteous nation vubich keepeth the truth may 
enter in, (Iſa. xxvi. 2) and none elſe, Grace is, given 
as an earneſt of glory. No grace in this life, no 
glory in the next. Grace is to reign through rigblepuſ 
neſs to eternal life, by Teſus Chriſt our Lord. The 
ſinner who dies grace leſs cannot hope for the truth, f 
Grace unto repentance mt. be obtained by al 
an are ſaved; Except ye repent, ye foal al likes 2 
periſh, The impenitent ſoul, that goes into the Pits 
cannot hope fer the truth, 
Sin- pardoning grace Rep 4 be received 15 ever a 
man be ſaved. F ye die in your ſins, 2 where 1 am ye 
cannot. come. The dead in ſin cannot hope for the tru th. 
Juſtifying grace muſt be found in all that are 
ſaved. We are juſtified freely by his grate, through b 
the redemption that is in Chriſt Jaſus: but the unrigh- 
 Feous Hall not enter the kingdom of God; conſequently 


they cannot hope for the truth, _ 
= Regenerating 


(+907 
Regenerating grace is eſſential to eternal ſalva- 
tion. F any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt be is 
none of his: and, unleſs a men be [regenerated and] 
born” again, he cannot ſes ths Kingdom of God. No 
' falſe prophets—no- deceivers—no children of the 
ficſh—no advocates for de vils— no liars— ſhall ever 
enter that kingdom: they ſhall fee Abraham, Jſaac, 
and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, 
end they +5 ah tbr out. Pheſe can never hope 
for the truth. | 
God purges his Jerifilem by the ſpirit of judg- 
ment, and by the ſpirit of burning; and he will purge 
away the filth. of the daughtef of Zion. But God's 
purifying furnace is in Zion—not im hell. God's 
people are purged by the ſpirit of burning not by 
brimſtone; in the furnace of affliction— not in Hell 
torments. No purging of ſin ſhall. ever be expe- 
rienced in the bottomleſs pit; no deliverance from 
| guilt, death, or wrath, there. In mount Zion, and iu 
Jeruſalem, ſhall be deliverance, as the Lord hath faid; 
aud in the remnant whom the Lord fhall call; Joel 
H. 323 and no where elfe: for they that go down into 
the pit are without God i in covenant—without Chriſt 
in every covenant character without the Spirit of 
truth without the word of God and without the 
truth of grace in them; and therefore cannot hope 
for it. th feedeth on aſhes; a deceived heart hath 
| turned n aſide, that be cannot deliver his foul,” nor 
by, Ts there not a lie in my right hand! Ia. xliv. 20. 
Theſe can never hope for the truth. 


I have 
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J have long wondered from whence the Armini- 
ans got this notion of an univerſal reſtoration ; there 
never was one text in God's book to countenance or 
ſupport it. I thought it had been a branch of Py- 
thagoreaniſm ; but, on referring to a note in Virgil's 
Aneid, I rather doubted it; for I find that Plato, 
Socrates, and others of the ancient philoſophers, held 
the ſentiment as well as Pythagoras. The following 
paſſage from Pitt's tranſlation of the ZEneid- con- 
tains the ſubſtance of Mr. Wincheſter's doctrine: 
but from which of the heathen philoſophers Virgil 
has taken it, or whether he has compounded their 
different opinions, and reduced them into the fol- 
| lowing ſyſtem, is a point, I believe, undetermined. 


Hut while on earth, by earth-born paſſions toſt, 
The heav*nly ſpirits lie extinct and loft; | 
Nor ſteal one glance, before their bodies die, 

From thoſe dark dungeons, to their native {ky, 

Ev'n when thoſe bodies are to death reſign'd, 
Some old inherent ſpots are left behind— 

A ſullying tincture of corporeal ſtains 

Deep in the ſubſtance of the ſoul remains: 

Thus are her ſplendours dimm'd, and cruſted o er 

With thoſe dark vices that ſhe knew before: 
For this the ſouls a © various penance” pay, 

To purge the taint of former crimes away. 

Some in the ſweeping breezes are confin'd ; 

And hung on high, to whiten in the wind. | 

Some cleanſe their ſtains beneath the gu/hing ſtreams, 

And ſome rife glorious from the /earching flames. 

Thus all muſt ſuffer; and, thofe ſuf" rings paſt, 


TY clouded minds are purified at laſt, _ 
= . But, 
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But, when the circling ſeaſons, as they roll, 
Have cleans'd the droſs, long gather'd round the ſoul; 
When the celeſtial fire, divinely bright, 
Breaks forth victorious in her native light; 
Then we, the choſen few, Elyſium gain, 
And here expatiate on the bliſsful plain.“ 7 
PiTT's VIRG. b. vi. p. 203, 204. 


* a 


ts FRAN to be the foundation of the doctrine; 
ly the poet has deviſed three ways of purging 
away ſins. Some are bleached in the wind, ſome 
waſhed in the ſtreams,. and ſome Page? in the 
flames. : 

- However, Mr. Winchieſter differs from Vireil; 4 
for the makes no uſe of the ſtreams, or the wind, 
only of the flame. And in his purgation and reſto- 
ration he includes all nen and devils, but Virgil a chen 
few. And by this doctine of devils he exhibits-ſatan 
to be a mere fool, and not half ſo wiſe as the ſerip- 
tures repreſent him; for it is clear that ſatan aimed 

at the deſtruction of Chriſt from the manger to the 
croſs: and muſt not ſatan in this be greatly divided 
againſt himſelf, to aim and plot to deſtroy his great 
reſtorer? But the truth of the matter is, that the 
devil knows better than Mr. Wincheſter, who never 
yet either believed or trembled, as the devils do. 
Satan knows that in God's book there is no promiſe 
of good to him; and that God's voice is not to devils, 
but to the ſons of men. . hou art curſed above all 
cattle, and The Lord rebuke thee, O ſatan, is all that 


| _ to the ſhare of devils 1 in the ſcriptures of truth, 
Theis 
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Their reſtoration is the mite of poor Wincheſter, 
which contributes but little either to himſelf. or 
them. We read of ſome who are made to be taken 
and deſtroyed; and nothing can be added to this 
work, or taken from it. I come now to my laſt 
head; which is to ſhew that they who go down into 
the pit without truth cannot hope for it, either devils 
or Men. 

And, iſt, Becauſe of the decree and appointment 
of God; for God hath made all things for himſelf, yea, 
even the wicked for the day of evil. Prov. xvi. 4. And 
there are ſome that are called natural brute beaſts, 
made to be taken and deſtroyed; *vho ſpeak evil of the 
things that they underſtand not, and ſhall utterly periſh 
in their own corruption. 2 Pet. ii. 12. Theſe are 
called ungodly men, who were before of old ordained 
(azo. meoptyonumucz OLIM PRESCRIPTI, that is, 
OF OLD PRESCRIBED, or, OF OLD BEFORE APPOINT= 
ED) to this condemnation. Jude 4. Reprobate filoer 
ſhall men call them, becauſs the Lord hath rejected them. 
Jer. vi. 30. Theſe reprobates are ' appuinted unto 
wrath ; from which appointment the ſaints are ſecur- 
ed: For God hath not (ebero, posurT) appointed us 10 
wrath, but to obtain ſalvation by our Lord Jeſus Chrif. 
1 Theſ. v. 9. Theſe are ſaid to ſtumble at the 
word, being diſobedient, hereunto alſo (i rebnc ar, PosIT1 
ERANT) they were placed or appointed. 1 Pet. ii 8. 
This decree of reprobation, or pre- appointment of 
God, immutably fixes the doom and eternal ſtate of 
the wicked ; as it is written, And 22 cut bim ander 

EF 25 
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and L 6, PONET, aSSIGNABIT] ſhall affien, or ap- 
| point, his portion with the hypocrites : there ſpall be 
weeping and gnaſbing of teeth. Mat. xxiv. . his | 
decree, or appointment, is æ mountain of braſs, 
(Zech. vi. 1) that cannot be moved a mountain 
that the wicked ſhall never ſurmount; and the bot- 
tomleſs pit is a gulpb fixed, that can never be paſſed 
over. Luke xvi. 26. Therefore oy 1 go down | 
inte 8 pit cannot hope for thy truth. ' 

If it be objected, that God's appointment to 
20 (1 Theſ. v. 9) and to a portion with hypo- 
crites, (Mat. xxiv. 5 1) is neither eternal nor immu- 
table; then I afk what ſhall become of the ſaints? 
The ſame word that appoints the reprobate to wrath, 
appoints the ſaints to ſalvation by Chriſt; and the 
| fame word that appoints the ſinder's portion with 
| hypocrites appoints the ſaints to the kingdom. The 


words are the ſame in the original, and only vary in 


the tenſes ; for the word Pinky (1 Theſ. v. 9) Grow, 
(Mat. xxiv. 51) and erebnras, (1 Pet. ii. 8) are all 
derived from the Greek verb Tins 3 which ſignifies 
to place, or appoint : and the word ELIT (Luke 
xxii. 29) is the ſame verb compounded with a pre- 
poſition. Now, if this foundation be deſtroyed, what 
can the righteous di? PL.) xi. 3. If God's appoint- 
ment to wrath and deſtruction can be removed, his 
appointment to grace and glory may be removed 
alſo. A foundation for hope 1 in Bell would make the 
pillars of heaven tremble. But let God be true, 
and Mr. Wincheſter a liar. Goat is Li one mind, and 
| Cr none | 


. 
une can turn him; and we know that Mr. Wincheſter 
would be of another mind if God ſhould turn him 
from darkneſs to ligbt. Men may fall, and be ſnared, 
and broken ; hut the ſeriptures cannot be broken. Falſe 
prophecies ſhall fail; but not a jot or tittle of the law 
Hall, ever fail, nor the word of Chriſt ever Paſs away. 
The refore they that go down into the pit cannot hope 
for thy truth. 

3. The date, or duration, of the 8 tor- 
ments of the wicked, ſeems to be another immove- 
able obſtacle j in che way of the reſtoration of devils. 

The ſtate of the wicked bears the ſame date and 
duration as chat of the juſt; and boch are expreſſed 
by the ſame word. Thus, in Mat. xxv. 46, And theſe 
all go away into everlaſting puniſhment, but the righ- 
teous into life eternal. Here the ſame word that fixes 
the date of the ſinner” $ puniſhment fixes alſo the life 
of the ſaints. The word aww; is yled to deſcribg 
the everlaſting puniſhment ; and the ſame word is af. 
| faxed to the ſaints everlaſting bife : XOAGTLY αννν,me, e- 
laſting puniſhment 3 5 Son- % vnn, everlaſting li life. See 
Mat. xxv. 46. And the ſame word is again uſed in 
Jude 7; ; ſuffering the vengeance of eternal fire, Tnvgos 
al u. (genitive caſe.) When the everlaſting pumiſh- 
ment of the wicked, and the vengeance of eternal 
fire, are ended; the everlaſting life of. the ſaints i in 
glory muſt, of courſe, end at the ſame time; for 
both bear one and the ſame date. And, as for the 
reſtoration and glorification of devils, that is to 


comraence when the Moſt High and immutable 
EA __ God 
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God ſhall ceaſe to exiſt, and eternal divinity be na 
more. The fame word that aſſerts the eteal ex- 
iſtence of the one, aſſerts the elernal chains of the 
other; as it is written, For the invi 72 things of him, 
from the creation of the world, are clearly ſeen; bein 2 
undenſtood by the things that are made; even bis ETER 
NAL (adis) power and Godbead. Rom. i. 20. This 
is a divine aſſertion of the omnipotent, eternal, and 
infinite divinity of our ever adorable Lord and Sa- 
viour: and by the ſame word is the eternal chains of 
the infernal criminals aſſerted. And the angels (or 
principalities) which kept not their firſt eſtate, but left 
their own habitation, he hath refervcd in EVERLASTING 
(asdtoig) chains, under darkneſs, unto the judgment of the 
great day. Jude 6. And this word (2:%:;) is only. 
uſed in theſe two places in the New Teſtament. 
Hence it appears plain that the eternal power and 
Godhead of Chriſt, and the eternal chains of devils, 
are aſſerted and ſupported by one and the ſame 
word, and both bear one and the ſame date; ſo, of 
courſe, the non- exiſtence of Chriſt and the reſtoration 
of devils muſt be at one and the ſame time; which is 
but a poor ground of hope at beſt; for at the time 
Mr. Wincheſter ſends the devils out 'of purgatory, 
at the ſame time Chriſt muſt ceaſe to exiſt, and 
there will be no RxsrokER to enjoy: and, without 
Chriſt, heaven itſelf would add but little kellcity, 
| cither to the devils or to Mr. Wincheſter. The 
above date of the ſufferings of the damned is an 
paccniable proof of mo aſſertion: in my text, that 


they. 
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they that go ow into the” Ph cannot hope fer thy | 
trutbd. . 

4. All the race of Adam are not included in 
the covenant of grace, much leſs fallen angels. The 
covenant that God made with Noah differs much 
from that which he made with Chriſt; the former 
reaches to all, the latter but to few. And God fpake 
unto Noah, and to bis ſons with him, ſaying, And I. 
bebold J eftabliſh my covenant with you, and with your 
ſeed after you; and with every living creature that is 
with you of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beaſt of 
the earth, with you; from all that go but f the ark to 
every beaſt of the earth. And I will eftabliſh my co- 
venant with you; neither ſhall all faſb be cut off any 
more by the waters of a flood; neither ſhall there any 
more be a flood to deſtroy the,earth. Aud God ſaid, 
This is the token of the covenant which I make between 
me and you, and every living creature that is with you, 
for perpetual generations; I do ſet my bow inthe cloud, and 
it ſhall be for a token of the covenant between me and the 
earth, and every living creature of all fleſh; and the waters 
ſoall no more become a flood to deſtroy all fleſh. Gen. ix. 
This covenant reaches, to 4d, both men and beaſts; 
it ſecures the world from a flood, but not from be- 
ing drowned in deſtruction and perdition: it did not 
ſecure Canaan from the curſe, nor Sodom from the 
vengeance of eternal fire. But the covenant of grace 
with Chriſt ſecures from both: it provides a righte- 
ouſneſs which juſtifies from the curſe, and it ſecures 
from wrath to corey confirmed by the oath of God: ; 


„ 
Fur, as 1 bave fworn that the wvaters of Noah H ig 
mere g⁰ over tbe earth, / Bade I Acorn that I will noi 
be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. The covenant 
made with Chriſt does not extend to all mankind, 
nor to the beafts of the field ; but only to the elect 
of God, called a feed. A feed ſhall ſerve him, and it 
Ha be accounted ta the Lord for à generation. Pſ. 
xxii. 30. But then the children of the fleſh are not 
the children of God; but the children of the promiſe are 
counted for the feed. Rom. ix. 8. To theſe, ſays the 
Almighty, 7 wiLi be iherr God, and they SHALL be 
my people z. which words are not mentioned i in the 
covenant made with all fle ſli. The covenant of | 
grace, made with Chriſt, includes none but the heirs 
3 of promiſe; a feed given to Jeſus, to be redeemed 
and faved by him: which are ſometimes called the | 
beiy feed, (Iſa. vi. 13) and ſometimes the feed of 2 
rad, which are all to be juſtified in Chriſt Jeſus. 
IIa. xlv. 25.— This feed muſt be all gathered to 
Cbriſt. I will bring thy feed from the eaſt; and gather 
"tbens from the weſt. Ifa. xlin. 5. I will pour my Spirit 
upon thy ſeed, and my bleſſing upon thine Mpring. Iſa. 
zliv. 3. The are the objects of God 8 choice, the 
purchaſe of a Redeemer” s blood, and the travail of 
his ſoul; which he views with delight. ie foall fee 
'bis feed, be fhall prolong bis days, and the Pleaſure of the 
Lud ſhall profper in bis band. In behalf of theſe the 
"covenant was made with him, and i in their behalf 1 it 
ſtands faſt. An for me, this is my covenant with them, 


TO rhe Lord; "ny x ad that 15 * thee, and my 
| words 
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Ry" which I have put in thy mouth, ſhall not depart 
out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed, nor 
cut of the mouth of thy ſeed's ſeed, faith the Lord, from 
benceforth and for ever. Ifa. lix. 21. Here is the 
everlaſting covenant, and here are the glorious pro- 
miſes of it; in which the Spirit of truth and word of 
truth are made ſure to all the ſeed. For theſe, and 
to theſe, grace and truth came by Jeſus Chriſt ; nor 
ſhall grace and truth ever depart either from him or 
them. But then what have devils and reprobates to 
do with theſe, when the children of the fieſp are not the 
children of God; but a ſinful nation—a ſeed of falſe- 
hood—a ſeed of the adulterer and the whore a /eed 
of evil doers, that ſhall never be renowned? Iſa. xiv, 20. 
And, if they are never to be renowned, then they that 
go down into the pit cannot bope for the truth. 

35 The fifth obſtacle in the way of Mr. Win- 
cheſter's univerſal reſtoration is, God's declara- 
tion of never forgetting any of the works of che 


wicked. The favour that God bears to the objects 


of his choice i is often expreſſed by a remembrance of 
them. God remembered Abraham, and ſent Lot out of 
the midſt. F the overthrow, when he overthrew thoſe , 
Cities in which Lot dwelt. Gen. xix. 29. And thus 
God remembered Rachel; Gen. 30. 22; and God re- 
membered Hamab. 1 Sam. i. 19. And indeed the 
elect can never be forgotten; for Chriſt was made 
of God unto them wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctifica- 
tion, and redemption, from all eternity; and, as ſuch, 


the righteous are bad in everlaſting nnn (Pf. 
cxii. 
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Cxii. 6), when the very name of the withed ſhall rod. 
The. pardon of fin is often mentioned by a non- 
' remembrance of it: I will be merciful to their unrigh- 
 teonſueſſes, and their ſins and iniquilies I will remember 
u more. Jer. xxxi. 34. That is, I will blot them 
out of the book of my remembrance, for my dear 
Son's ſake; and they ſhall come into my mind no 
more, nor ever appear before me as an aggravation; 
nor before my people to their condemnation; and, 
jf they are ſought for, they ſhall not be found, for 
there ſhall be none. But, though the righteous are 
10 be had in everiaſting remembrance ; (Pl. cxui. 6) yet 
there are ſome that he never will remember; that is, 
he never will remember them with the favour that 
be bears to his own people, (Pi. cvi. 4) but forget 
them. Therefore, bebold 1, even I, will utterly forget 
you, end I will forjake you, and the city that I gape to 
eur fathers, and caſt you out of my preſence : and I will 
bring an everlaſting reproach upon you, and a perpetual 
ſhame, tabich ſpall not be forgotten, Jer. xXiil. 39, 40. 
Utterly to forget a man is to ſhew him no favour : 
He that made them will uot have mercy on them, and he 
that formed them will ſpeto them no favour. Ifa. xxvii. 
11. The fins of ſuch men were never blotted out 
by the blood of Chriſt, and therefore mult ſtand upon 
the book of God's remembrance againſt them for 
ever. "The fin of Judab ig written with a pen of iron, 
and with the point of a diamond; it is graven upon the 
table of their heart, and upon the horns of your altar. 
The Lord bath form by the excellency of Jaceb, Surely I 
EY | wid 
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zoill never forget any of their works. Amos viii. 7. If 
the name of the wicked ſhall rot, and God will ut- 
terly forget them with reſpect to either favour or 
mercy; and if the ſins of ſuch are to ſtand upon the 
book of his remembrance for ever, unpardoned and 
unblotted out by the blood of Chriſt; and this con- 
firmed by the ſolemn oath of God, by the excellency 
of Jacob, which is God himſelf; then it muſt follow 
that 7hey that go down into the pit cannot 8 8 for 898 
truth. | 
6. The fixth e that lies in the way 
of this univerſal reſtoration is, that the great atone- 
ment of Chriſt does not, ſhall not, yea, cannot reach 
them; and withoret ſhedding of blood there is no re- 
miſſion; and Chriſt did not die for every individual 
of mankind. He gave his life a ranſom for mam; yea; 
for all the ele; to be teſtified in due time. But it is 
not, it never was, and; it never will be, teſtified to a 
mankind. Chriſt ranſoms bis ele from the curſe of 
che law, from ſpiritual and eternal death, from tem- 
poral death as a penal evil, and from the power of 
the grave; yea, and from this dfeadful pit mention- 
ed in my text. Deliver bim from yoing down to'the pity. 
T have found & ranſom. ob xxxiii. 24. But, although 
this ranſom is the procuring cauſe of God's elect N. 
ing delivered from going down into the pit, yet it 
never did, nor ever will, deliver one ſinner from the 
pit that goes into it, when once Jud peur and "juſtice 2 
take hold on him. Becdilſe there is wrath, beware leſt he 
take thee away with his ftroke;-then a great rm can. 
Nat 
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not deliver thee. Job xxxvi. 17, 18. And, if this 
great ranſom cannot deliver them, then there can be 
no other gaol delivery for the damned than that 
which lies in the whims of Mr. Wincheſter, who 
knows neither the ſcriptures nor the power of God. 
They that 2 down into the pit cannot bope for thy 
truth. Bo x 
7. The ſeventh co that militates againſt 
this jubilee of devils is, that Chriſt himſelf keeps 
the keys both of hell and of death, as well as the 
keys of the houſe of David: and, as they become 
no hand but his, ſo he will never truſt either the 
pope or Mr. Wincheſter with them. It is he that 
admits all his ele& into his own houſehold; he ſhut 
Noah in the ark, and the world out; and he lets the 
wiſe virgins into the nuptial chamber, and ſhuts al! 
the fooliſh virgins—dogs—ſorcerers—and all liars— 
cut. Yea, the old ſerpent the devil will be bound 
and impriſoned by his hand; and at laſt the devil, 
and all his angels, together with all that live and die 
in ſatan's intereſt, ſhall be baniſhed from his pre- 
ſence, and be confined in the bottomleſs pit for ever 
and ever. Chriſt openeth and no man ſhutteth, and 
ſputteth and no man epeneth. Rev. iii. 7. Bebold, he 
breaketh down, and it cannot be built again: be ſhutreth 
| ap @ man, and there can be no opening. Such are ſhut 
up under the law, ſhut up in unbelief, ſhut out of 
the wedding chamber, and ſbut up in the priſon of 
hell, (Iſa. xxiv. 22) and there can be no opening. 
They that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. 
3 = 6 a9 
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8. The eighth impediment in the way of this 


univerſal gaol delivery is, the inviolable oath and 


veracity of God. There are !ws immutable things, 
in Tabich it is impoſſible for God to lie. In the behalf 


of God's elect they are brought in to encourage the 


ſtrongeſt aſſurance, and to eſtabliſh an. everlaſting 


conſolation. To theſe God ſhews the rnmutability 


of his counſel, confirmed by an oath. Heb. vi. 17. 
And there is an awful denunciation, confirmed by 
oath, againſt the wicked, which divine veracity mult 
make good; for Gd is not man that be jbould le wer 
the fo of man that he ſoould repeat. Hath be ſaid, and 
Hall be not do it? bath be ſpoken, aud fhail be wat make 
it good? Numb. xxiii. 19. In rbat day I will perferm 
againſt Et all thmgs which 1 have ſpokes conceruiiy bis 
houſe ; toben I begin I will alſo make an end; fer I hade 
told bim that I <vi.l judge bis houſe for ever, (c 
for the iniquity which be knoweth,  becanſe bis ſens made 


themſebves vile, and be refrained them not; aud tbere- 
fere I bæve ſcworn (WI DI, juravi) unto the bone of 


Eli, that the iniquity of Eli's houſe ſhall not be purged 


| by ſacrifice nor offering for ever, 1 Sam. iii. 13, 14. 


Such deſperate and wilful ſinners as theſe find no fa- 
crifice for ſin; à great ranſom cannot deliver them: 


they ſhall not be purged either wich ſacrifice or offer- 


ing for ever; and God has ſworn to it; therefore 


they that go down into the pi cannot hope 8 *- | 


truth, 


But, if this oath and 8 and the date 


thereof, [ for ever] be objected to, then let Mr. 
Winne 
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' Wincheſter object to all the following oaths; whicli 
are the ſame—the very ſame. For I have ſaid, 
Mercy ſhall be built up for ever (Ow) ; thy faithful- 
"neſs ſhalt thou eſtabliſh in the very heavens. I have 
made a covenant with my choſen, I navs Sworn | 
Cra, juravi) unto David my ſervant ; thy ſeed will 
T eftabliſh for ever, (DWP) and build up thy throne 
to all generations. Pl. Ixxxix. 2, 3, 4. And again; 
Noro, when I paſſed by thee, and looked upon thee, be- 
Bold, thy time was the time of love; and I ſpread ny 
ſetrt over thee, and covered thy nakedneſs; yea, I 
SWARE UNTO-THEE, (YIWN), juravi) and entered into 
covenant with thee, ſaith the Lord God, and thou be- 
camęſt mine. Ezek. xvi. 8. Again, THE LORD SWARE; 
(y2w3) and will noi repent, thou art a prięſt FOR EVER 
AND EVER, (DW?) after the order of Melchiſedec. The 
eternal throne of Chrift, the eternal eſtabliſhment of 
his ſeed, and of the mercy of God to them; to- 
_ gether with the eternal prieſthood of Chriſt, and the 
everlaſting covenant with the elect in him z are all 
eſtabliſhed, fixed, and ſettled, by oath: all which 
muſt be removed, and God be proved to be perjured; 
before Mr. Wincheſter's gaol delivery can take 
place: for the ſtate and doom of the damned are 
fixed by the ſame oath; and the duration of their 
ſtate bears the ſame date as the other. I have w- .nu 
(paw, juravi) that I never (HD) will forget any 
of their works. Amos. viii. 7. I have SWORN (TY 2W3; 
juravi) that the houſe of Eli ſhall not be purged for 
ever, (D2WW): 1 Sam. 1th 14. Unto whom 1 
3 VVV 
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$WARE (ry) in my wrath that they ſhould not en- 
ter into my rot. Pſ. xcv; 11; Heb. iii. 11. They 
couLD not enter in becauſe of unbelicf ; for be that be- 
lieves not is condemned already, and the wrath of God 
abideth on him. It abideth on him, and ſhall never 
be removed from him , for he that believes not ſhall be 
damned. They that go down into the pit cannot NP 
for thy tritth. | 

9. The ninth obſtacle in the way of this uni- 

verſal reprieve is, that there is no forgiveneſs in 
the day of judgment, nor in hell, for them that die 
in their fins. The elect are pardoned in this world, 
and juſtified freely from all things; and they fhall be 
pronounced bleſſed; pardoned, and juſtified, at the 
bar of God in the great day: and to this end they 
hall all appear before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 
But they, that are not bleſſed nor pardoned in this 
world, never ſhall be pronounced bleſſed or pardon- 
ed in the world to come; for not in hell, but in 
Mount Zion, in Jeruſalem, and in the remnant whom 
the Lord fhall call, fhall there be deliverance. The 
fountain is opened for the houſe of David, and the inha- 
 bitants of Jeruſalem; not for the congregation of the 
dead, nor for them in the depths of hell. Ze ſhall 
ect me, and Hall die in your fins. Whither T go ge 
CANNOT come. I. ſaid therefore unto you that ye ſpall 
die in your fins, for, if ye believe not that I am be, e 
Hall die in your fins. John viii. 21, 24. And, if 
where Chrift is they cannot come, then they that go 
2 ee. thy iruth. | 

a” 10. We 


- yo. We know that there is a ſin unto death, 
which is the great tranſgreſſion; and which is un- 
pardonable, and therefore muſt militate hard againſt 
Mr. Wincheſter's univerſal reſtoration. But he that 
ball blaſpheme againſt the Holy Ghoſt. bath never for- 
«grveneſ5,. but is in danger of eternal dammation. Mark 
iii. 29. But not only theſe deſperate ſinners, but 
all who die impenitent and unpardoned, ſhall be ex- 
eleded from the kingdom of heaven. They that fin 
bout law ſhall periſh without law ; and they that fin 
in the law ſhall be judged by the law; and they that 
hear the goſpel, and believe not, ſhall be damned; 
and, if they are, their ſentence ſhall never be re- 
called; for 19200 that- go n zuto the. = u 81 
for thy truth. | 
117. They who periſh a are without a er 
inner that falls into this pit will ſoon 3 8 
- his hopes of a reſtoration/ periſh with him. Theſe 
petty contrivances are trumped up by ſatan only to 
amuſe him while he is in the land of the living. But 
lies are no refuge from tbe form, nor is falſehood a 
covert from. the tempeſt. When ibi rains deſeend, aud 
Ide floods come, and the winds blow, and beat upon ſuch 
© an bouſe, it will fall; and great will be the fall of it, for 
* 200 v0 him that is alane [without Chriſt] when he fal- 
erb, for he hath not another to lift bim up. Tbey that 
© fevear by the fin of Samaria, and Jay. Thy God, O Dat, 
* liveth, and the manner of Beerſheba liveth, even the) 
* ſpall fall, and never riſe again. Amos viii. 14. 5 


that £0 Jeni into the — camo hope for thy ruth; 
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Pa. 16 eternity of God's "aifleatire abit 
this reſtoration. At is God's fear, ſo is bis wrath; 


"the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for EVER (5). 
Pf. xix. 9. And of the fame duration is his wrath. 
They ſpall call then the border of wickedneſs, and the 
people againſt whom the Lord hath ind. gnalion FOR 


xvzn, (Do-). Mal. i. 4*. Many of them that fleep 


in the duft of the earth ſhall awake, ſome 10 EVERL AST= 
MO life, (c.)) and ſome to foame and EVERLASTING 
contempt, (). Dan. xii. 2. The ſtate of the 
former is fixed by the ſentence or bleſſing of the ever- 


 lafting goſpel, and the ſtate of the latter is fixed by 


the ſentence or curſe of an eternal law; and both are 


ſure; for it is eafier for heaven and earth to paſs away, 
than for one tittle of the law to fail. Luke xvi. 17. 


It can never fail of the execution of its righteous ſen- 
tence upon the wicked, nor of its eternal duration, and 


the eternal wrath that it reveals. And, on the other 


hand, Heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, but my word 
ſhall not paſs away ; (Mat. xxiv. 35). ſhall not paſs 
away unaccompliſhed, unfulfilled; conſequently the 
eternal ſalvation and glorification of the elect are furs 


fo all the ſeed. Rom. iv. 16. x 
13. The finner's debt book is another obſtacle _ 
in the way of this univerſal enlargement. We know 


that God is called a creditor; and perfect obedience 


.to the. precepts of wah _ is due to him; but all 


* The DE, in \ Pf. xix. , and that in Mal. i. 4, though not the 


ſame, imply the ſame thing, and therefore are FORE put 
gether, as Pſ. x. 16, | 3 
F 2 „* Me 
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| Ke ſinned, and Y ſinner is God's debtor. Lone 
owe fifty pence, ſome five hundred, and ſome ten 
thouſand talents; and ſuch are bound over to pu- 
'niſhment, unleſs theſe debts be cancelled, which they 
cannot be but by the blood of Chriſt ; for — 
5 ſhedding of Blood there is no remiſſion. But then Chriſt 
died for his ſheep, not for the goats; he redeemed 
his people from among men, he did not redeem al 
Then: as a ſurety he did not pay their debts; the 
Tal debt, the hand writing, is Rill againſt them; it 
3s not taken out of the way; it is not nailed to the 
croſs; theit' fins are not blotted out of the book of 
God's remembrance ; and God has ſworn by his er- 
cellency that be never will forget any of their- works. 
Amos viii. 7. The anrighteous ſhall not enter the 
kingdom of heaven ; imputed righteouſneſs is not on 
them; and they have no righteouſneſs of their own; 
and without righteouſneſs they cannot Land in ile 


- judgment, nor ſball they ever Band i in the congregation of 


the righteous. Moſes ſays, This ſpall be our ri reo. 
ne meſes if we obſerve to do all the things that are written 
in this law; but here they have all falled. And, if a 
man contracts a debt of fifty thouſand pounds, can 

his lying in jail be called diſcharging it? Or is there 
any law in being which allows that lying in jail fifty 
years is equiyalent to the diſcharge of a lawful debt 
of fifty thoufand pounds ſterling ? If this be laughed 
at, what becomes of Mr. Wincheſter's doctrine? If 
a man's carcaſs ſuffering i in Jail cannot be called pay- 


in ing his Juſt debts ; can weeping, n, graſhing of 
| teeth, 


why 7 
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obedience to the moral law? If juſtice once im- 
priſon the ſinner, I tell thee tbou ſhalt not depart thence 


till thou haſt paid the very laſt mite. Luke xi. 59 
Mark that till hou haſt paid: Chriſt is not the 
ſurety of ſuch; the debt is their own... And can 
looking up, and curſing both their King and their 
God, (Iſa. viii. 21) be called fulfling all righteouſ- 
neſs, or loving God with all. the heart, and foul, and 
mind, and ſtrength? or can ſinners curſing, accuſing, 
and tormenting, one another in hell, be called loving 


their neighbour as themſelves ? No: the ſufferings 


of a finite creature cannot-atone for fins declared to 
be infinite. Job. xxii. 5. All obedience produced in 


hell is extorted, not drawn; it is eye ſervice, not 


obedience ; dead works, not ſpiritual ſervice: the 
grave cannot praiſe thee, death cannot celebrate thee; 


they that $7 down _ the Fit cannot . K thy 
truth. 
14. Strict juſtice forbids this univerſal reprieve, 


The flaming ſword ' of juſtice was ſheathed in the 


very ſoul of the good Shepherd, in behalf of the 


ſheep: and by the blood of the covenant the elect 


are ſent forth out of the priſon, wherein is no, water; 
and to the ſtrong hold, which is Chriſt crucified, the 
priſoners of. hope turn chemſelves. But this ranſom 
does not, cannot, redeem from the pit: therefare the 
fword bathed in heaven muſt come down on Idumea, 
and on the people of God's curſe. to judgment, And 
TOO bal: ſuch fingers come before God, gr lun 


F3 . tbees 


* 
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teeth, lamentation, mourning, and wo, be 1 be called 


1 ; 
* 
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themſelves before the Moſt High! Will the Lord be 
pleaſed with their crying to the rocks and mountains 
to fall on them: Shall they bring their oaths and 

curſes for their tranſgreſſion, and their juſt torments 
for the fin of their ſouls? Perfect holineſs, perfect 
obedience; and atoning blood, ſhall be found upon | 
every foul that enters the kingdom of heaven; with- 
out theſe no man ſhall ever ſee it; therefore. they that 
go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. 

F The order of the Almighty prohibirs this 
reſtoration, God 1s,not the author of confuſion, but 
of peace and order. And ſure I am that the reſtora- 
tion of devils and reprobates would breed more diſ- 
cord and confuſion in heaven, if pofble, than it has 
in tlie brains of Mr. Wincheſter. ; Some would. be 
with Chr it thar are called, choſen, and faithful; and 
others in the ſame company that are rejected, repro⸗ 
bated, and faithleſs. Whatever brings a man ta 
| heaven and glory, that will be his Wees and the ſub⸗ 
ä ject of his ſong when he comes there. But chis would 
make fad diſcord: ſome would triumph in God's 
eternal love; ſome would celebrate his wrath; ſome 
his election of them, and others his reprobation; 
ſome would hymn his mercy, others his anger; ſome 
would fing his bleſſing, and others his curſe; ſome 
would Praiſe his faithfulncs and truth, others his 
| perjury and falſchood; ſome would be aſcribing 
ſalvation to the Lamb, and others to the tor- 
9518 of. devils; ſome. praiſing: their Surety, and 

others W own ia 1 ſome aſcribing all to 
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( 
free” grace, and others to their ſuffering the b 
ty of the law; ſome would glory in the blood * 
Chriſt that has cleanſed them, and others in the 
damnation of hell that has purged them. This 
would be all diſcord, but no concord and this muſt * 
be the caſe when the ſheep and goats, the ſeed of 
Chriſt and the ſeed of the ſerpent, when the perſe- 
cuted and the perſecutors, when they who bore the 
burden and heat of the day and they who ſtood all 
their days idle in the market- place, get together. 
But this ſhall never be; the children of God and the 
children of the devil ſnall never dwell in one man- 
ſion; nor ſhall the Lamb's wife and the whore of 
Babylon ever fit together upon one throne. Sh 
the throne of iniquity have fellowſhip'with thee, which _ 
frameth miſchief by a Jaw? Pf. xciv. 20. No, never; 
therefore they tbat 9⁰ en mnto "the m_ caxmut a 
for thy; rut. 
16. The never-dying worm of + nh 8 le 
conſcience is another impediment in the way of this 
deliverance from purgatory. Contracted gilt is the 


ſting of death, and the ſtrength of ſin is the law of 


God, which will bind the ſinner over and hold him 
faſt; and will never let him go. The juſt wages of fn 
is death ſpiritual, temporal, and eternal; and ſin and 
guilt, when revived and ſtirred up by the curſe and 
wrath of God, will ever exiſt, and ever torment; 
and of {in conſcience will ever accuſe upon every bit- 
ter reflection of paſt rebellion; and nothing can ever 
nee or ier it, purge from i it, Kill it, or bury. — WK 
* 14 — ll; 
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[ but the atoning blood of Chriſt; which never 
Fas, and which never will be, applied in hell; but 
in Mount Zion, in Jeruſalem, and in the remnant 
whom the Lord ſhall call. Thoſe that die under 

the wrath of God, à great ranſom cannot deliver them: 
therefore their worm ſhall never die. Iſa. Ixvi. 24. 
© They that go down into the — cannot hogs: wm ity 

* truth. 
> r6.00s The mmancheble fire of hell torments mili- 
J tates hard againſt this recovery of the damned. The 

5 wrath of God, revealed in the law againſt all ungod- 

lineſs ang utrighteouſneſs of men, is a fire kindled in 
Vis anger, and ſhall burn unto the loweſt bell, and ſpall 
. Conſume the garth with her increaſe, and ſet on fire 

be foundations. of the mountains. Deut. xxxii. 22, 
And what ſhall appeaſe an angry God, or quench 
this uncxtinguiſhable flame? Nothing can do it 
but the blood of Chriſt. But for the reprobate this 
was never ſhed, and in hell it ſhall never be ap- 
© plied. Neither ſhall the fire of the wicked ever be 
quenched (Iſa. Ixyi. 24); as it is written, Then 
all be ſay unto them on the left band, Depart from 

* e, ye curſed, inig everlaſting (au) fre, prepared 
* | fer the Deuul and his angels. Matt. xxv. 41. The 
wicked are caft into everlaſting (e. fire. Matt, 

xXylii, 8. And it js a fire that is not quenched, 
Ea ebies) Mark 9. 44. It is a fire that never 
= ſhall be. quenched, (7 Abe Mark ix. 43. 
| - Let not him that is deceived truſt in vanity, for Vas 
225 oh be his anf. A all by * 
2 6 
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foge from this tremendous tempeſt, nor Ealtchooh | 
any covert from this eternal ſtorm. No falſe doc- 
trines, nor falſe prophets, ſhall ever deliver any 
from this fire, or even themſelves from the power of 
the flame. Ifa. xlvii. 14. They that £0 Wan Phe 
Pit cannot hope for thy truth. | 
18. God's abfolute declaration to Aifanniit and 
make void all ſuch leagues and covenants, made with 
death and hell, ſeems to be another let or entangle- 
ment upon this univerſal reſtoration. There are 
many devices in a man's heart; this we know ; but 
it is the counſel of the Lord that hall ſtand, both 


| againſt the wicked and in behalf of the juſt; and, 4 


there is nothing in all the predeterminate and re- | 
| vealed council of God that even countenances, 
much lefs ſupports, this univerſal reſtoration, There 
is no ground of hope for i it in the eternal law, for 
not a tittle of that ſhall ever fail: it ſhall never fail 
of its being or exiſtence ; ; it ſhall never fail of f ity 
threatening, of its curſe, of the wrath it rev 
nor of the adminiſtration of eternal death. It is 
the miniſtration of death and condemnation ; a 
the wages of ſin, which the law threatens, is fare, 


and. eternally ſecured, to all that truſt in it, are of ke 


the works of it, and die under it. Nor is there 
any ground of hope for this univerſal falvation 
from hell in the everlaſting goſpel, the awful fen- 
tence of which is eternal damnation ; as if is written, 
But he that ſhall Haſpheme againſt the Holy Ghoſt hath 

mee! but is in ch of _ 9 


Flop Cm) 
Fh. ee ae amen forcible in the original, 
(i. et d Hege tis. nov al GAN iwxos ew al 
gige rr Bas no farghueme/s to eter nig, but is obnoxious 
to. everlaſting judgment. Mark iii. 29. Chriſt faves 
hispeople from going into hell, not out of it; he 
delivers them from going down to the pit by his 
 Wnſom, Job Xxxiv. 24. But thoſe whom God 
takes away with his ſtroke, and in his wrath, his 
An cannot deliver; Job. xxxvi. 8; there remains 
No. more facrifice tor fin to them. This covenant, 
which extends, ſalyation to the damned, was never 
= by God, nor was it ever made with Chriſt-; 
Nas contrived. many,, hundred years ago by the 


athens, who tere without Cd, and having ua 
"fe i; the War 4; "I and was ace, as an ar tinte 1 
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on of perdition; and is; called purgatery, of which 
the _ Pope - (we are told) keeps the keys, and out o 
= ich ſinners. are to come in anfiver to popiſn pray- 
GS 2: as they tell us; but, according to ſeripture, they 
are to come out when the eternal power, and God. 
head of Chriſt ſhall be no more; and when the 
eternal life, glory, and, kingdom, olf, the ſaints is at 
an end; for theſe all bear one and che ſame eternal 
Cate, Nor will one perſon, in the. ever-bleſſed trinit 
ever have any hand in this reſtoration z. not God. the 
father, far 1 Be is not. the Ged US the dead (Matt. XXii, 
3 5 3 NOT Cn, they are Ae . his. (Roms, : 
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viii. g) nor the Holy Ghoſt, for they have neither ; 
part nor lot in this matter, (Acts viii. 21) and the. 
world cannot receive HIM. John xvi, 7. Hence it 1 
appears plain that this covenant of reſtoration lies 
wholly with the ancient heathens, the papiſts, Mr. 
Wincheſter, and his confederates. But God. will 
deftroy it. Judgment alſo will J lay to the line, and 
righteouſueſs to the plummet ; and the bail ſhall feeep, 
away the refuge of, lies, and the waters ſhall overflow. 
the hiding Places. Aud your. covenant with death Hall 
Ze d Yamiulled, and. your agreement with, bell ſhall not, 
fand; when the overflgwing ſcourge ſhall paſs throu gh, 
then ye Hall, be trodden down by it. Ila. xxviii. 47 and 
18. And wo be to them that are thus trodden 
down; : for. I will tread them in mine anger, and Henle. 
them: in my fury, for the day of ven geance is in ine | 
heart, Iſa. Ixiii. 3, 4. 7, "7 that go down into the pit | 
cannot hope for ty truth. bd 
19. The next wall of partition 1 he chil 
dren of God and thoſe of the devil is; the i irrecon- 
cileable and eternal enmity that God has put be- 
tween. the woman's ſeed and the ſeed of. {the ſerpent, 
| and between \ Chriſt and Py Nor did the dear Re- 


* i” „ 


to "and in 1 r Chriſt came not. Fs LIES up. 
this breach; 3 he came not to, ſend peace upon the earth, 
but a fires Yea, a ford: and from henceforth* there. 
ſhall 5 e ue i in one houſe, ; three: againſt TU" ond, two a 
againſt thres 5, aud 6. mar f foes fehl bee 


| Cup 
vun houſe ; yea, "the father againſt the fon, and EY 
fon agaimt the father ; the daughter againſt the mother, 
and the mother againſt the daughter, Sc. Sc. This 
enmity never was, nor ever ſhalt be, flain; this 
breach ſhall never be healed ; this perez uzza ſhall 
never be cloſed; nor ſhall any advocate, days-man, 
mediator, or interceſſor, ſtand in this gap. Chriſt 
reconciled God to us, and us to God; and the elect 
Jews to the elect Gentiles; but he never recon- 
Fed the reprobate to God, nor God to them; no, 
nor the church to the world. ſo far from it, he de- 
| ares that you ſoul! be bated of all men for my names 
Ta fake. Jeremiah was ordered twice never to lift up 
either prayer or cry in this breach. Jer. xvi. 11, 12. 
No, the fig unto death is not to be prayed for, 
\ Neither Jeremiah, Noah, Daniel, or Job, are ſuffi- | 
: cient for this work. This matter is ſettled by the 
threefold folemn oath of God, that neither Noah, 
Daniel, and Job, could ever turn, or alten, the 
mind of the Moft High; ; nor ſhould they deliver 
either ſon or daughter, but only their own fouls, by ; 
their righteouſneſs. Jer. vii. 10, 11, 14; Ezekiel 
xv. 16. 18. 20. And, as for Christ, he never 
"undertook it, nor eyer Mane it; and therefore 
it is not likely thar Mr. Winchefter ſhould perform 
this ſtrange work, of bring ro paſs this ſtrange act, 
| ing hy 3 9 8825 cannot 1 Tis 1h 
| ruth.” #3, > 6S CE 4 
20. The threatened deſtruction of every "falſe > 


0 hangs heavy upon this dodtrine of ſalvation 
fox! 
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for reprobates and devils If they are to be de- | 
ſtroyed that preach it, they ſhall never be ſaved 
that believe it. And Mr. Wincheſter bids fair for 
| this character; he appears not to have one beam of 
true light (the light that is in him is darkneſs), 
nor one grain of grace. He is an utter ſtranger to 
the fall of man, to his own depravity, to the ſpi- 
rituality of the law, to the terrible majeſty of the 
5 es High, and to all ſcripture and the power of 
| : What he knows he knows naturally, and in 
pe things he corrupts himſelf. But God is in 
honour bound to ſtop the mouth of every gainlayer, 
to vindicate his own. truth, and expoſe every liar, © 
and to deſtroy every falſe prophet. . Aud, if the 
prophet be deceived, when be hath ſpoken a thing, I the 
Lord have deceived that prophet, and I will firetch. aut 
any hand upon him, aud I will deftroy him from the 
midſt of my people Jrael, and they ſhall bear the, pu 
niſoment of their iniquity ; the puniſoment of the prophet 
Hall even be as the puniſhment of bim that feeketh, unto 
bim. Ezek. xiv. 9, 10. A lying prophet will con- 
tribute no more towards this univerſal. reſtoration 
than the pope by his pretended releaſe from pur- 
gatory, who is himſelf declared to be the ſon and 
heir of perdition. God will never ſet his ſeal to 
the lies of Plato and Virgil, nor upon thoſe .men 
who engraft the fables of heathens upon his everlaſt- 
ing goſpel. They that go down to the * cannot hope 
of thy truth, 
| : 25. 7 by 
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21. We late is made for the lawleſs and d Hhobedirnt, 
for ungodly, and 15 finners ; it is their law and their 
rule; and there is nothing in that law, under which 
the ſinner lives and under which he dies, that has 
the leaſt tendency to a reconciliation with God, nor 
affords the Teaſt encouragement to expect it; but 
"all the reverſe: it reveals fin, and ſtirs it up; it 
makes the offence abound, and ſin become exceed- 
ing ſinful; it is the ſtrength of ſin; and the motions 
'of fin, which are by the law (that is, which are 
by the law diſcovered, and by the law forbidden), 
work in the ſinner's members to bring forth fruit 
unto death; and this fruit will ever be brought 
forth in hell; the heart will ever conceive malice 
a gainſt God, and the mouth will bring forth its 
blaſphemy: for the law worketh wrath in this world, 
and how much more in hell! If the apprehenſion 
of its curſe works diſtraction and madneſs, what 
ill the execution bf its ſentence do ? Wrath, ha- 
tred, enmity, deſperation, and rebellion, are ſadly 
ſtirrect up in the awakened ſinner, who is ordained 
to life, by the threatenings i it gives, the bondage it 
communicates, and the vengeance it reveals. The 
wages of fin, which the law gives, is eternal death. 
This raiſes the mind of the ſinner to hate God, and 
all that is good. The carnal mind is enmity. againſt 
God; it is not ſubject to the law of Cod, nor can be. 
And by the law this enmity never was, nor ever ſhall 
be, ſlain; nor is there any reconciliation offered in 
it; nor ſhall any ever be effected by it; and there- 
| ; 7 wore. 
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fore the wrath that the law reveals, and works; (Gait 
never be removed from the wicked; nor ſhall:the 


vail, that is upon the heart of the ſinner that diss 
amder the law, ever be removed either. The nich 
man in hell is as ignorant of falvation by Ciriſt, 
which was propheſied by Moſes and the Prophets, 
as ever he was. May, father: Abraham, but; if bur 
went unto them from the deud, they <vould repent. No, 
fays Abraham; if they belreve-aot Mgſes and the pro- 
phets, neither will they be perſuaded though ane 1g fn 
the dead. Luke xvi. 30, 31. So ignorant are they, 
that in the dreadful day of God they will ꝓray to the 
rocks and mountains to fall on them; and at the 
very bar of God they will plead their own merit, 
though ſome of their ſouls will then have been in 
hell five or fix thouſand years. I hen ſaw, wwe thee 
an hungred, and fed thee not? thirſty, and gaus theeds 
driut? naked, audaclotbed thes not, ſict, or in priſin, 
and viſited thee: not? And others will knock, and 
expect to enter the gueſt chamber, without either 
grace in their hearts or any righteouſneſs om their 
ſfouls; and when they are condemned they will fret 
themſelves, and curſe both their King and their God, 
and ſo continue for ever ed for the law mall 
never be repealed, nor its ſentence ever be recalles 
nor can the law ever work any thing in them but 
indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh. And, 
as to the covenant of grace, it never was made with | 
any but with Chriſt, and his ſeed, and his ſeed's ſeed. 
By Cbrif's feed is meant his children, who ate call- 
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8 ed; r neee fred is meant their converts, 


not hypocrites; for miniſters do not beget goats 
through the goſpel, but they beget their own like- 


. mentality. Grace and truth came by Jeſus Chriſt; 
theſe two always go together; but ibey that go down 
into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. _ 

22. Nor is there any thing in the fiery tor- 
-ments of hell of a humbling, ſoftening nature, any 


more than there is in the ſight of a gallows.to a cri- 


-minal who is going for execution; nor is there any 


ching in hell torments t a purging or purifying. na- 


ture, any more than there is in lying on the ſtones in 


the cells of Newgate, to the keeping of a man clean, 


comely, and healthy. It is not intended to purge, 
but to puniſh. The devils, who have been a hell to 


themſelves, and have been filled with dreadful tor- 


ments for ſome thouſand years, are as foul, filthy, and 


unclean, as ever. They are full of all miſchief, malice, 


_- cunning, deceit, guile, hypocriſy, and falſehood ; as 


unhumbled, unſanQtified, unrelenting, and as rebel- 


| ous and impenitent, as ever; and ſo deſperate againſt 
God as to tempt awakened ſinners to curſe him: 
witneſs Job, Paul, Solomon, and others. | And in 
the great day the devil will make ſinners do it; and 
in this malice they will ever remain. And ſo un- 


grateful is this devil, that he torments them the 


moſt who are the greateſt friends to his intereſt ; 
wWitneſs Judas, Saul, and Haman. Nor will he ever 


err 
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neſs. Their ſeed, or converts, are partakers of their 
grace, which Chriſt communicates by their inſtru- - 
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give e Wincheſter" one tribute of Prat for all tlie 
pains he has taken about his reſtoration. It was fa- 
tan who ſet the ſons of Sceva to abuſe the name of 
the Lord Jeſus upon the apoſtles; and he drove 


them out of the houſe both wounded and naked 


when they had done his work. And Mr. Wincheſ- 


ter will get little more for all the favour and friend. 


: ſhip that he has ſhewn to ſatan, Theſe ſpirits will 
never be humbled, nor reconciled; nor will the 
flames of hell ever purge them. Nothing can 


# cleanſe from fin but the blood of Chriſt ; and that is 


” wholly confined to the elect, to the houſe of David, 
to Jeruſalem, to mount Zion, and to the remnant 

whom the Lord ſhall call. Nothing can reconcile | 

a rebel but the love of God; but the wicked are 
children of wrath. - Nothing can ſubdue fin, or re- 
new the ſinner, but God's grace and Holy Spirit. 
But they that 0 down to the pit cannot _ for thy 
truth.” | 
23. The reſt that God has provided, appoint 
and promiſed, never was deſigned for the reprobate; * 
This reſt remains for the people of God + but all are 
not his people; ſome bear the name of Loammi, 
for ye are not my people, and I will not be your God. 
Hoſea i. 9. You hear not my words, becauſe ye are 
not of God. The people of God are they whom God 
has choſen in Chriſt, whom Chriſt has redeemed 

from among men, and whom the Spirit ſanctifies. 
This reſt is promiſed to them, and to none elſe. 
And, if the unbelieving Iſraelites could not enter in- 


> © In } 
to the temporal Canaan becauſe of unbelief, much 
* leſs ſhall infidels enter into the heavenly country 
that Abraham ſought. The ele& enter into reſt in 


_ this life by faith in Chriſt; they reſt from the bur- 


- den of fin, from their legal labour for lite under it, 
and from rebellion and war both againſt God and 


cionſcience; and this is an earneſt of that reſt that 
remains to the people of God: nor ſhall the wicked 


ever enter into it, to applaud their own ſufferings, 
and ſing the glory and praiſes of hell torments among 


them, for the wicked ſhall ceaſe from troubling and the 


weary ſhall be at reſt. The oath of God ſecures us from 
© this noiſe and trouble, I have fworn in my wrath, that 
they ſhall not enter into my. reſt. They that go down 
into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. 

24. The kingdom of heaven was never prepared 
for all men, only for Chriſt and his ſubjects. His 
kingdom is not of this world; his kingdom is from 
above, and conſiſts of ſubjects choſen and born from 
above, choſen out of the world, and who are not of 
the world, as Chriſt is not of the world. He is King 
in Zion, where God commanded the bleſſing ; not 
of Sinai, where the curſe remains. He is King of 
faints, ſuch as are ſet apart in the purpoſe of God, 
and not of finners rejected; ſatan is their king, and 
rules in the hearts of the diſobedient ſtill. ' Chriſt's 

| ſubjects are tranſlated from fatan” s kingdom, and 

others are left in it: and Tophet, not heaven, 1 is pre- 

pared for that king, and all his ſubjects. He is the 
king of nai and they are the much wood. Ita, 
| | XXX. 
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xxx. 33. None but they who are of the faith of | 
Abraham, and bleſſed with him, none but they who 
are ordained to eternal life, ſhall ever enter that 
kingdom. Chrift has power over all fleſh ; and to this 


| end, that be may give eternal life to as many as the | 
Father has given him, and to none elſe. The rebel 


he awes with terror, curbs him by his power, lets 
him looſe, and checks him at his pleaſure, juſt to 

ſerve his own purpoſe :. but the choſen veſſel is con- | 
quered, humbled, and brought to ſubmit to his reign 


and ſceptre by irreſiſtible grace. And ſuch ſhall be 
admitted into Chriſt's kingdom. Bleſſed are the poor 


in ſpirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. And to 
theſe he will ſay, Come, ye bleſſed of my father, inherit 


the kingdom prepared for you. But he never will ſay, 


Come, ye curſed, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord: 

for they that go down into the Pit cannot hope for thy 

truth. a 
25. Whatſoever God promiſes to do for a peo- 


ple, he has appointed prayer to be the mean of 


bringing it to paſs. Thus /aith the Lord, I will yet be 


inquired of by the houſe of Iſrael, to do it for them. 
Ezek. xxxvi. 37. Let the things be whatever they 


may, they are all to be fetched in by prayer and ſup- 
plication. Now, if Mr. Wincheſter does not make 
prayers, ſupplications, interceſſions, and giving of 
thanks, for reprobates, devils, and damned ſinners, 


and alkhis dear friends in hell, that his doctrine may 
reach them, and be fulfilled in them he either does 


not in his heart believe his own doctrine, or elſe his 
G 2 conſcience 
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conſcience ſo laſhes: him for his hes, that he dare 
not pray to God for the fulfilment of his miniſtry. + 
When God was about to bring Iſrael out of Egypt 
the Spirit of prayer was poured forth. What I am 
warranted to preach I have a warrant to pray for. 
But, if we have no warrant to pray for them, we have 
none to preach to them. And ſure I am that ſuch 
interceſſors muſt pray againſt the decree of God, the 
truth of God, the exiſtence of God, the law of God, 
the holineſs of God, and the immutability of God: 
and who againft theſe can be heard? Now we have 
no warrant to intercede with God for devils, no grant 
to pray for the damned, nor for the murderers of 
faints—only that Cod would avenge the bod of bis 
ſervants on them woho ſbe it. We are to pray for all 
men in authority, that we may live a peaccable life; 
but not for the ſalvation of all men. Chriſt prayed 


not for the world: nor are we allowed ſo much as 


to pray for ſuch as bear the evident tokens of perdition, 
or of the unpardonable fin. There is a fin unto death, 
T do not ſay that ye ſhall pray for it. 1 John v. 16. 
And the reaſon is, becauſe the pardon of it is never 
to be granted. Nor does the Spirit ever help the 
infirmities of a child of God, at a throne of grace, 
for any perſon that is dead, though the neareſt and 
deareſt friend he ever had: for he believes in his 
heart that the die is immediately caft upon the death 
of the perſon, and the doom for ever fixed, and that 
prayer will then avail nothing. And in this I can 
* to the — wal all good men who are 
taught 


| a 
taught of God. David wept, faſted, and prayed for 
the child, as long as life laſted ; but when it was dead 
he left off. 2 Sam. xi. 22. His prayer would not 
bring the child back to life ; much leſs will prayer 
bring a ſoul from hell to heaven. Now, if we are 
not even in this world to pray- for an unpardonable 
ſinner, are we to pray for him when he is in the bot- 
tomleſs pit? Purgatory, and ſalvation from it, and 
prayers for the dead and damned, are not from 
Chriſt, but from antichriſt. The notion was invent- 
ed by Plato, Pythagoras, &c. it was adopted by the 
pope for gain, and is ſupported and defended by Mr. 
Wincheſter as his laſt refuge from the ſtorm. But, 
for my part, I ſhall never have any opinion of Mr. 
Wincheſter's fincerity, in his doctrine of univerſal 
_ reſtoration, unleſs he adopts the mals, abſolution, ex- 
treme unction, prayers and paternoſters for the dead; 
for all theſe are things inſeparably connected witn 
purgatory, and reſtoration from thence: 7 hey that go | 
down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. | 
26. The doubtfulneſs of Mr. Wincheſter 8 miſ⸗ 
ſion and commiſſion from Chriſt to preach this doe- 
trine is another entanglement upon his ſyſtem. When 
Chriſt ſent his apoſtles out he endued them with 
power from on high; filled them with the Holy 
Ghoſt; armed them with grace and truth; and bid 
them preach the goſpel to every creature; and that 
he that believed ſhould be ſaved, and he that be- 
lieved not ſhould be damned. All whom by their 
OR they bound on earth, in heaven were bound; 
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and all whom they loo; on earth, in heaven were 

looſed. They were to ſeek the kingdom of God, 
and the elected ſubjects of it; to ſeek the loſt ſheep 
of the houſe of Iſrael, and the ſons ordained to peace 
among the Gentiles ; and to endure all things for the | 
elef?'s fake, that they might obtain the ſalvation that is 
in Chriſt Feſus, with eternal glory. And Paul was ſent 
10 turn men from darkneſs to light, and from the power 
of ſatan to God, that they might receive the forgiveneſs of 
fins, and an inheritance among them that are ſan#tified by 
faith that is in Chriſt. But there is not a word about 
the falyation of devils and reprobates in all their com- 
miſſions. They were not to convert men from na- 
tural darkneſs to utter darkneſs; nor from truth in 
the law of nature to the lies of ſatan ; nor from hell 
to heaven; nor were they ſent to turn fin from ſatan, 
nor ſatan to God; much leſs to convert ſouls from 


union with Zion to fellowſhip with devils : but they 


| were ſent to turn ſinners to God from lin and ſatan, 
Satan's kingdom is w/urped, and Mr. Wincheſter's 
authority is aſſumed, He has no grant, warrant, 
miſſion, or commiſſion, to enforce ſuch a reſtoration 
in all the book of God. It is got to be found 
amongſt all the commiſſions God ever gave, either 
to apoſtles, prophets, ſaints, or angels. And, as it is 
à human device, and not the counſel of God, it ſhall 
not ſtand: for they that go down into o the M6 cannot 0 
for thy truth. 
27. The characteriſtics that attend Mr. Win- 
cheſter in this his office militate hard againſt him. 
Hob $ AY | 1 he 


ou > GUS 
The apoſtles and minifters of Chriſt were to be hated 
of all men for his name's ſake; and Zlefed are ye 
when men revile and perſecute you for righteouſneſs ſake. 
But Mr. Wincheſter's doctrine is well calculated to 
cauſe the offence of the croſs to ceaſe ; for who can 
object to ſuch a doctrine? None but the children of 
God! Impoſtors, apoſtates, hypocrites, miniſters of 
ſatan, hirelings, Simoniſts, rebels, traitors, deſpera- 
does, perſecutors, perjured perſons, whoremongers, 
Sodomites, uſurers, grinders of the poor, oppreſſors, 
witches, wizards; yea, and devils alſo, if they have 
but faith, muſt approve and rejoice in this doctrine: 
but he that preaches to pleaſe (ſuch) men cannot be 
the ſervant of Chrift ; then he muſt be the miniſter 
of ſatan, for there are but two maſters. Wo unto 
you, ſays Chriſt, when all men ſhall ſpeak well of you, 
for ſo did their fathers to the falſe prophets. Luke 
vi. 26. This /criptural mark of a miniſter of ſatan, 
and this awful wo of the Lord Jeſus, militate hard 
againſt Mr. Wincheſter as an ambaſſador. They 
are none of the ſigns of an apoſtle, but of an im- 
poſtor; for it is promiſing a people what they ſhall 
never have; for bey that 80 down into o the pit cannot 
hope for thy truth. 

28. Moſes has given us a rule to try a a falſe pro- 
phet by: When a prophet ſpeaketh in the name of the 
Lord; if the thing follow not, nor come to paſs, that is 
the thing which the Lord hath not ſpoken, but the pro- 
phet bath ſpoken it preſumptuouſly ; thou ſhalt not be 
nd of him, Deut. xviii, 22. But how are we to 
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try Mr. Wincheſter? His commiſſion is to repro- 
bates, devils, and damned ſinners ; and their reſto- 
ration from everlaſting burnings is the ſubject of it. 
But then how are we to get at a ſight of the ſeals 
of this his apoſtleſhip? All that ever deſcended 
into hell are there ſtill: there is not one of theſe that 
has ever appeared as a living witneſs of the truth 
of his doctrine — not one of theſe that has been a 
partaker of his grace—not one has ever appeared 
to bear witneſs of this his univerſal charity before 
the churches—not one living epi/tle for Mr. Win- 
cheſter's reſtoration is to be found in heaven or 
earth, nor indeed are they to appear until time is 
no more. And here the devil has outwitted us 
all, and one would think even Moſes himſelf; for 
we cannot bring Mr. Wincheſter to this touchſtone 
of Moſes till the heavens be no more, till all things 
be eternally fixed, and conſequently till Moſes's 
rule can be of no uſe. We don't want to know the 
ſpeech of . them that are puffed up, ſays Paul, but the 
powers, 1 Cor. iv. 19. But then Mr. Wincheſter's 
power'is not to be known till this univerſal delivery 
of the damned commences. This ſcheme, fatan, 
is well planned, and deeply laid, and is a notable 
proof chat thou art not divided againſt thyſelf! 
Nevertheleſs I will ſtick to my text; hey that go | 
down into the Pit cannot hope for the truth. 
29. There is nothing more ſure and certain than 
the' truths, bleſſings, and promiſes, of an everlaſting 
opel let them N forth or promiſe what they 
| | may, 
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may, they are ſure to all the feed. A preacher 
of the goſpel mould not be a ſceptic, one that doubts 
of every thing; but ſhould be at an aſſurance about 
his own ftate, and at a point about his doctrine. 
The goſpel that I preach is not yea and nay, fays Paul; 

but yea and amen in Chriſt Jeſus, to the glory of God by us. 
The fruit of righteouſneſs is peace, and the effet? of righ- 


teouſneſs quietneſs and aſſurance for ever. But Mr. 
Wincheſter is at a point in nothing. All are to be 


ſaved - but by whom? all are to come from hell 
but how? and all are to get to heaven - but when? 
Where is his yea and amen to theſe things? When 
ſhall they come to perfect day, who ſhall never fee 
_ light? Pf. xlix. 19. Who is to kill the never-dying 


worm? Who is to put out the unquenchable flame ? 


And when are they to come out who are id remain 
in the congregation of the dead? Who is to unlock 
the gates of hell? And who is to remove the gulf 
that Cod has fixed? How much weeping and guaſs- 
ing of teeth will fatisfy divine juſtice for infinite 
crimes? And how many oaths and imprecations, 
ſuch as curſing their king and their God, will do, in 
order to magnify the law and make it honourable 2 
And how many years ſuffering in eternity (when 
time ſhall be more) will it require to appeaſe the 
wrath of offended majeſty? And when is that 
wrath to be done away, which God ſays abideth 
upon them?—Mr. Wincheſter muſt be at a point, 

and come to ſome concluſion, about theſe things, 
in order to eſtabliſh his reputation as a miniſter of -- 


ny 
the goſpel. Preachers of Chriſt do not run at an 
uncertainty, nor fight ſo as to beat the air; nor 


does the goſpel give an uncertain ſound. Driving 
every thing into eternity, and into hell, is gaining 


the time with a witneſs. However, if there is no- 
thing certain or concluſive in Mr. Wincheſter and 


his doctrine, there is in my text; for they that 20 


down into the pit cannot hope fer thy truth. 

30. Boaſting lies ſadly in the way of this reſtora- 
tion. The man who ſuffers the law in his own perſon 
is not at all indebted to the king” s favour. I have al- 
ready proved that not one perſon in the holy trinity 
will ever have any thing to do with this gaol deli- 
very; they have ed it, and my text proves it. 
Theſe devils muſt get to heaven by the merit of ſuf- 
fering the law not in their ſurety, for they have 
none; but in their own perſons. | The wages of in 
is death; this I know ; but whether the wages of ſin- 
ning and ſuffering in hell fire can be everlaſting glory 


in heaven—is the great queſtion. If this can be 
proved, there is room enough for boaſting, but not 


before God. All the ſubſtance of a man's houſe is 
to be contemned, if offered to purchaſe love. All 


the caſh of Simon Magus was to periſh with him 


for offering to buy the Holy Ghoſt. The Jewiſh 
phariſees were to have the greater damnation for 


expecting heaven on the footing of dead works and 

long prayers. And what damnation fhall he be 

thought worthy of who is promiſing the kingdom 
of heaven, which it is the Father's good pleaſure _ 


CT 
to * as the revrand of them that ſuffer the Juſt 
demerit of ſin in the damnation of hell? They 
that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. 

31. The manſions of bliſs are promiſed to the 
elect, not to thoſe who die in ſin; and a ſeat at the 
Lord's right and — 4 hand ſhall be given to them 
only for whom itꝰ is prepared: not for Judas, for 

he is gone 10 his own place, prepared, appointed, 
and intended, for him. And the angels who left their 
own habitation, who kept not their firſt eſtate, who 
abode not in the truth, but who were charged with 
folly, are reſerved under chainSto the judgment of 
the great day: and, as for all the reſt of the repro- 
bate, they ſhall certainly ſhare in the ſame abode. 
He fhall be driven from light into darkneſs, and chaſed 
out of the world; ſurely, ſuch are the dwellings of the 
' wwicked; and this is the place of him that . not 
God. Job xviii. 18. 21. 
Theſe manſions were ec in the —__ of 
God; but they appear to have a ſecond preparation 
by the aſcenſion of Chrift, and by his entering into 
the holy place as our repreſentative, to appear in the 
preſence of God for us. | | 
This bliſsful abode is ſometimes called perfect day; 
but there are /ome who go to the generation of their 
fathers, they ſhall never ſee light. Pſ. xlix. 19. 
Sometimes they are called peace. He ſhall enter 
into peace; they ſhall reſt in their beds. Iſa. lvl. 2. 
But there is no Peace, ſaith my A to the wicked Iſa. 5 
_ xlviii W by 
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Sometimes theſe glories are ſet forth by a 1 
dom. The wicked fhail ſee Abraham, Iſaac, and Ja- 
cob, in the kingdom of God, and they themſelves thruf 
out ; for, unleſs a man be born again, be cannot ſee 
the kingdom of God : and the world . receive 
the Spirit of God. 

It is called entering into the joy of the Lord; but 
tis joy is not for all. Bebold, my ſervants ſhall ſing 

For joy of heart, but ye ſhall cry for ſorrow: of heart, 
and ſhall howl for veration of ſpirit. Iſa. Ixv. 14. 

It is called entering into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God: but ſome are bound hand and foot, 
and caft into utter darkneſs, and this at the end of 
the «thouſand years reign.” Inſtead of coming out 
of hell, their ſouls are caſt into it a ſecond time. 

It is called entering into the heavenly Jeruſalem; 
but without are dogs, forcerers, whoremongers, and 
' ephoſeever loveth and maketh a lie; yea, nothing ſhall 
enter in that defileth or worketh an abomination, | 
It is called entering into the king's palace; but 
there are /ome who ſhall depart, under the en of 


So, into everlaſting puniſhment. 


It is called entering into the wedding chamber, foul 
which the fooliſh virgins are for ever excluded. The 
ſtare of the juſt and unjuſt ſhall never be altered in 
the day of judgment, nor to all eternity. As they. 
riſe, ſo ſhall they continue. Some ſhall bear the 
image of the heavenly Adam, and ſome the image 
of the earthly Adam. The former ſhall be ap- 


es ik C or, xv. 43), and the latter de/pi/ed. Pf, 5 
% | ; E 5 


1 -. C7. 
1 brit. 20. Hell ſhall never reſine the former, nor 
in defile the latter. They ſhall unalterably and 
eternally remain as they riſe. He that is unjuſt, let 
him be unjuſt till; and be that ts filthy, let him be” 
Jithy ſtill; and he that is righteous, let him be righteous 
; Hill; and he that is holy, let him be holy 4 Rev. 
5 Xxii. 1 | 
32. The credulity and emptineſs of thoſe who 
2 ative in this reſtoration are point blank againſt it. 
No veſſel of mercy, choſen of God in Chriſt, ever 
received or died in the faith of it, becauſe it is not 
an article of the faith of God's elect. No perſon that 
ever was born again believed in it, becauſe it is not 


do be found among all the things which the Spirit 


of God teaches the heirs of promiſe: beſides, they 
have paſſed from death unto life by faith, and are 
never to come into condemnation, much less into 
damnation; therefore they have no call for it. The 
- pious profeſſors, who embrace this /ze for want of a 
- ſhelter, are perſons made ſenfible that they have 
no part in Chriſt, and who are driven from every 
claim upon God by the force of truth and con- 
- ſcience; whilſt, by hiding themſelves under ſuch 
- falſchood, they tacitly acknowledge that all their 
| former pretenſions to faith in Chriſt Jeſus, to a ſpi- 
ritual birth, to converſion to God, and adoption 
into his family, were nothing but falſchood, and 
kein whole profeſſion nothing but deceit and hypo- 
: 8 None but ſuch profeſſors as theſe have any 
call to make their bed in bell, (Pſ. cxxxix. 8) or to 


- rape any a with devils.\ But then per- 
9 ſons 
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fons who can dare to be ſtage-players in the great 
day of atonement, and to act the part of bypocrites 
in Zion, where the King of heaven keeps his court 
are, and muſt be, the blackeſt characters that exiſt, 
except devils. Theſe are the perſons who embrace 
purgatory, and confeſs their faith in it: but, as 


they have acted ſuch a baſe part in Zion, having 


made ſhipwreck of their own taith and conſcience, 
and having turned from the holy commandment 
delivered to them, like the dog to his vomit, the 
credit of ſuch men in religious matters is of little 
weight, and their teſtimony of little worth. Let 
God be true, and every man a liar. Rom. iii. 4. 
They that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth, 


33. The names of reprobates are not enrolled in Y 


the ſpiritual court; their witneſs is not in heaven, 
their record is not on high. Job xvi. 19. They are 
not found written among the living in Jeruſalem, or 


among them that are ordained to eternal life; their 


names are not written among the members of Chriſt; 
Pſ. cxxxix. 16; they ſtand not in the Lamb's book 
of life. They have ſought their regiſter there, but 
all in vain; therefore truth and conſcience, thoſe 
great reformers, have thruſt them as unclean from 
the royal prieſthood. They could not make their 
calling and election ſure; and therefore they are mak- 
ing their reprobation clear, and their damnation cer- 


tain. "But how the generation of ſerpents are to 


eſcape the damnation of bell (Mat. xxiti. 33) is a 
5 Res alked by che Lord of n. and ſhall 


never 


) 


a 
never be anſwered either by reprobates or devils ; for 
they that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth, 
34. There are three characters in this world that 
cannot embrace Mr. Wincheſter's lie. And they 


are theſe: the ſoul that is born from 5 0 made free 


by the truth, and who ſtands complete in Chriſt; the 
next is a ſinner alarmed, awakened, convinced, and 
convicted, by the word and Spirit of God; and the 
third 1s, ſuch an one as Spira, a man ſhut up in de- 
ſpair, or given up to a fearful looking for of judg- 
ment. He ſouts up @ man, and there can be uo opening. 
Job xii. 14. The Spirit truth forbids the two for- 
mer; and the ſentence and earneſt of eternal damnation 
forbids the latter. Hypocrites and wretched: apoſ- 
tates; men of hard hearts and ſeared conſciences, 
void of life and empty of thought ; ſuch as are blind- 
ed by devils and duped by impoſtors ; the untaught, 
of God, who are ever learning; and the natural ſim- 
pleton, who believes every word; are the recipients 
of Mr. Wincheſter's grace; and theſe truſt in vanity, 
and vanity ſhall be their recompenſe. They expect 
hell, and it 1s to be feared their expeCtations will not 
be cut off: and they hope for a reſtoration ; but the 
| hope of the hypocrite ſhall periſh ; for /hey that go 
down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. 

35. Aſter the general judgment, when the earth 
and all the works of it are burnt up hen the devils 


are confined in everlaſting chains, and the wicked 


gone into everlaſting puniſhment—when the ſun that 
rules the day, and the moon that rules the night— 
when 


- 
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aw the revolutions of day and night, weeks and 
months, times and ſeaſons, years and millennium 
and when all the planets, by which times and revolutions 
are meaſured, are no more 1 ſay, to talk of times, pe- 
- Tiods, and ages, when all is VAST ETERNITY, 
is talking nonſenſe; unleſs, like Milton, they mean 
ce ages of endleſs date.” It is arguing againſt the 
+ Saviour's oath, who ſwears by him that liveth for ever 

and ever, that time ſpall be no more. Rev. x. 6. Mr. 
Wincheſter cannot fix the period when this reſtora- 
tion isto take place. It cannot be at the end of the 
millennium, for then the ſouls and bodies of all the 
wicked deſcend into hell. To fix the time is im- 
poſſible. So that, upon the whole, his micertainty is 
like Bellarmine” s Purgatory ; the former is little leſs 
than eternity, and the latter little leſs than hell tor 
ments. And we may warrantably put them both to- 
gether, and call them, as God does, eternal damna- 
tion, prepared for all liars ;. for zhey that go down znto 
the pit cannot hope 'for thy truth. 8 
38. TL he unwarrantable liberty that Mr Win- 
cheſter has taken with God, and his word, proves 
him to be a blind, hardened, arrogant, preſumptu- 
ous man. God will not have hardened reprobates 
thruſt i into his covenant, nor baſtards and children of 
the devil palmed upon him. Chriſt has delivered 
| theſe into other hands. Ye are of your father the 
devil. And who, but Mr. Wincheſter, would thruſt s 
© Cain, Eſau, Judas, and devils, into the brotherly co- 


e (Amos i. 9) and mix them among the fra- 
| ternity | 


* 


A). 


teenlty of Chriſt ?- The bond woman and her chil- 
dren, Jezebel the propheteſs, the witch of Endor, 


and the whore of Babylon, are all brought into the 

Saviour's green bed, (Song i. 16) and put together 
with his bride, his undefiled, who is but one, the choſen 
daughter of God, the only one of her mother, and the 


choice one of ber that bare her. Song vi. 9. This 
daring inſolence will never go unreſented, nor un- 
puniſhed. God will avenge 1 of his enemies, 
and eaſe himſelf of ſuch a company of adverſaries as 
theſe; for without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord, 
nor ſhall the Spirit of truth ever be communicated 


to ſanctif/ the damned; for they that go doum into the 


pit canot hope for thy truth.” 


37. Can Mr. Wincheſter aſſi gn any reaſon that 
is peculiar to faith, or any natural reaſon that is com- 


mon to man,' why Chriſt ſhould be ſet forth for a 


world, and the ſtumbling block of the wicked? and 


why they ſhould be eternally bleſſed, whoſoever 
ſhould not be offended in him ?—Why he ſhould be . 


| called a deceiver, a fellow, yea, Beelzebub the devil; 


and his followers be hated of all men for his name's 


fake? and why they who reliſted theſe enemies unto 
blood ſhould be owned and honoured before the an- 


gels of God; while ſuch as were awed by them, and 
became fearful of their rage, ſhould be the fff rank 
that ſhould march to hell? Why the wicked ſhould” 


. both their King and their _ in the day of © 
H 1 


— 


fign that ſhould be ſpoken againſt? Why he ſhould: 
be deſpiſed and rejected of men, the ſcorn of the 


7 
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5 e when a reſtoration is drawing fo lates * 
and at the fame time this Saviour, who is their 
” fiumbling block and rock of offence, againſt whom 
all their indignation is levelled, ſhould be their only 
friend, their only ſaviour, and their univerſal re- 
ſtorer? Some impreſſions of the future puniſhments. 
and promiſed rewards of God have ever been deeply 
ſtamped on the minds of the children of men, how- 
ever left, bereft, rude, or uncultivated, they. may 
have been. Hence we read, among the heathen 

writers, of the gulph of Tartarus, or hell, Orcus, or 
Hades; of Plato's cave; of the infernal rivers, Co- 
cytus, Acheron, Styx, and Phlegethon ; of harpies, 
gorgons, hydras, and furies (intimating perhaps the 
horrors of a guilty mind); and the puniſhments'of 
Ixion, Tantalus, Syſiphus, and others. We read 
alſo of the Elyſian plains, the happy abedes of the 
juſt after death; and of a particular number ordain-- 
eld by fate for the enjoyment. of them. Sp Virgil 
writes of a choice ſelected few,” and of he: * choſen 
few who gain Elyſium.” But RP is no reaſon to 
ſuppoſe that even the heathens believed in the re- 
ſtoration of all the condemned: criminals in hell; 
ſuch as Cacus, Syſiphus, Tantalus, Ixion, the Titans, | 
the Belides, &c. We do not read of any purifiea- 5 
tion by fire, wind, or water, paſſing, or to paſs, upon 
' theſe; that ſeems entirely confined to © the choſen 
few,” to qualify them for Elyſium. The idea of 
univerſal reſtoration was never by God implanted ir 
MN ures: nor was SI ever EVEatod by 87 1109 194402. 
e . es 
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1 the "RE philoſopher, Acute this pur f | 
gation by fire, and reſtoration from hell, three hun- 


F 


dred years before Chriſt; and Origen, according to 
the account of the learned, was the firſt that brought 
it into the chriſtian church. But then the heathens 
worſhipped devils, not God; ;- and theſe our Gentile | 
fathers inherited lies, (J er. xvi. 1 9) and- this is one; for 
they that godown into the pit cannot hope for thy truth, 

Nor can any reaſon be aſſigned why the devils 


ſhould have ſuch an inveterate hatred to Chriſt, if 
he is the great reſtorer of them; nor why ſatan | 1 


ſhould from age to age tempt the children of Chriſt ; 


as he did Job to blaſpheme ; ; Peter, and den y 


more, to deny him; nor why he ſhould ſtir up 
princes to oppoſe him and murder his children, and 


the pope and Mahomet to revile him; Simon Ma- 


Sus, and the judaizing teachers, atheiſts, deiſts, So- 
cinians, Arians, and Arminians, to oppoſe and tra- 
duce him; to ſeduce and miſlead his followers; to 


8 


5 


b 


attempt to weaken his intereſt and deſtroy his king- | 


dom. No reafon can be aſſigned for all this malice 
_ of devils, if Chriſt is their great benefactor; nor can 
any reaſon be aſſigned why the devil ſhould ſeek the 
death and deſtruction of Chriſt, from the manger to 


the croſs; nor why he ſhould tempt the Lord to ſelf- 


murder, and to worſhip him; nor why he ſhould ſtir 


up the Jews to crucity him, and bring him under the 


| curſe of God. Had all their ſchemes ſucceeded, 

| their reſtoration muſt have miſcarried. In all theſe 

things 1 ſatan muſt be divided againſt himſelf; unleſs 
2: H 2 ; 25 = As i 
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it can be ſuppoſed that Mr. Wincheſter, and none 


elſe,-is in this ſecret. But the truth of the matter is, 


the devil's faith is firmly fixed in the ever laſting curſe 
and wrath of God; and therefore he aſked Chriſt if 
he was come to torment him before the time. In 
theſe things the devils believe, and tremble; and in 
this the devil is right, and Mr. Wincheſter wrong ; 
for they that £0 down into tbe ied cannot Ie fo 
ihy truib. ; 

2: 3% In all other pits there is bop, wy in this 


mentioned i in my text there. is none. - There is hope 


in the horrible pit, for many have been brought out 
of Hat; and there is hope in the grave; the duſt of 
the ſaints ſhall reſt i in hope; but i in tbe ae pit 


there i is none. 


The eternal exiſtence of Chriſt and the int 


chains of the devils, bear one and the fame date. 


The everlaſting ſtate of the Juſt, and that of the 
wicked in hell, bear one and the fame date; And 


both are fixed by the word of God and by his 


inviolable oath.; which are two immutalle things, in 

which it is impoſſi le for Cad to lie. 7. be that 40 dren 

into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. 1 
40. Mr; Wincheſter, in all his books, has 4 not 


publiſhed one truth in defence of this reſtoration ; z nor 


has he produced, nor can he produce, one text in God's 
book to prove ſuch a ; gaol delivery; if he can, let 


him ſend that text out; and, by the help of God, I 
- will try. this apoſtle, . and bare no cone bu 1 {hall 


find him a. har, Rev. i 1 1 | 
Thi 
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This doctrine of the reftoration i is denied by God 
«a Father upon oath. Amos viii. 75 Heb. lk TY | 
It is denied by Jeſus ( Chriſt the judge of quick and 
dead. Mark ix. 44. It ĩs denied by che Holy Ghoſt, 
and by the eternal decree of heaven. 1 Theſ. ii. 11, 
12. It is denied by every prophet and apoſtle that 
has mentioned the ſtate of the damned. Iſa. vi. 24; ; 
Mal. iv. 23 2 Theſ. i. 93 Jude vii.; Peter ii. 12. 
It is denied by the ſanction of the eternal law; 
(Luke xvi. 17) by the awful. ſentence annexed to the 
everlaſting goſpel; (Mark xvi. 16) by the angel Ga- 
briel ; (Dan. xij. 2) by the experience of every child 
of God; and by the Spirit s witneſs and the truth of 
grace in all the ſaints. It is denied by Abraham the 
father of the faithful in heaven, and by the groans 
of the damned in hell. Luke xvi. 24, 25, 26. It is 
denied by the feelings of Cain, Eſau, Judas, and 
every deſpairing ſinner. It is denied by the law of 
nature; by the teſtimony of heathens, who only 
mention © a choſen few; and by the conduct of 
devils. It is denied by the internal monitor of every 
miniſter of ſatan, and conſequently by the conſcienee 
of Mr. Wincheſter himſelf, he worſt of lars; for they 
| that go down into the pit muſ not, Jnr not 25 cannoty 
or uy truth, „F EO 
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